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“Even the dreadful martyrdom must run its course…”

W. H. Auden 1907–73: 'Musee des Beaux Arts' (1940)
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Preface

Dr. Simic’s essay on the villages surrounding the town of Srebrenica is a valuable
contribution to the debate about the events which led up to the killings in July 1995. It is
often claimed in the debate that the Serbs in these villages were the victims of attacks by
Muslims over a three year period but his account puts flesh on the bones of that statement
and allows the reader to understand better the concrete reality of such attacks. Of course
war crimes remain war crimes, but the reality of a three-year reign of terror emanating
from the UN protected safe area casts a very different light on what is now referred to as
the Srebrenica genocide. The international community would do well to read this essay —
and even better to go to the villages themselves — because otherwise no one can claim to
understand what really happened, or how, or why. I am happy to recommend the essay for
publication.

Dr. John Laughland, Director of Studies,
Institute of Democracy and Cooperation, Paris.

Preface

L’essai de Dr. Simi} sur les villages aux alentours de Srebrenica represente une
contribution precieuse au debat sur les faits qui ont precede la tuerie en juillet 1995. Dans
ce debat, il est souvent declare que les Serbes ont ete les victimes des attaques bosniaques
dans ces villages pendant trois ans, mais les propos de Dr. Simi} documentent ce debat de
maniere palpable et permettent au lecteur de mieux comprendre la realite de ces attaques.
Il est sur qu’un crime de guerre reste toujours un crime de guerre, mais la realite d’un
regne de terreur triennale qui s’est deroule dans une zone protege par l’ONU jette une
lumiere differente sur ce qu’on appelle le genocide de Srebrenica. Il serait tres utile a la
communaute internationale de lire cet essai — et il leur serait encore plus utile de visiter
ces villages — sinon, personne ne pourra dire qu’il comprend vraiment ce qui s’est
reellement passe, comment et pourquoi. Je suis heureux de pouvoir recommander cet essai
aux lecteurs.

Dr. John Laughland, Directeur de Recherches,
Institut pour la democratie et la cooperation, Paris
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Vvedenie

O~erk d-r Simi~a o derevnàh v okrestnostàh Srebrenicá predstavlàet dra-
gocennáè vklad v debatu o sobátiàh, pred{estvuäæimi ubièstvam v iäle 1995 g. V
dannoè debate ~asto utver`daetsà, ~to v te~enie treh let v åtih derevnàh serbá
báli `ertvami napadeniè so storoná musulâman, no o~erk Simi~a privodit do-
vodá i ~itatelä pozvolàet lu~{e ponàtâ neposredstvennuä deèstvitelânostâ
dannáh napadeniè. Kone~no, voennáe prestuplenià ostaätsà voeenámi prestuple-
niàmi, no realânostâ trehletneè vlasti terrora, proistekaäæeè iz zaæiæennoè
zoná OON, sovsem po-drugomu osveæaet to, ~to teperâ nazávaetsà genocidom v
Srebrenice. Me`dunarodnomu soobæestvu bálo bá polezno pro~itatâ nastoàæiè
o~erk — a eæe poleznee bálo bá sãezditâ v åti derevni — potomu ~to ina~e nikto ne
mo`et utver`datâ, ~to ponimaet, ~to na samom dele proizo{lo, kak ili po~emu. À
rad rekomedovatâ åtot o~erk ~itatelàm.

D-r D`on Lefland, rukovoditelâ issledovaniè,
Institut demokratii i sotrudni~estva, Pari`.

Uvod

Ogled dr Simi}a o selima u okolini Srebrenice predstavqa dragoceni do-
prinos raspravi u vezi sa doga|ajima koji su prethodili ubijawu u julu 1995.
godine. U toj raspravi, ~esto se tvrdi da su tokom trogodi{weg perioda u tim
selima Srbi bili `rtve napada od strane muslimana, ali Simi}ev iskaz to opip-
qivo potkrepquje i ~itaocu omogu}ava da boqe shvati neposrednu stvarnost tih
napada. Svakako da ratni zlo~in ostaje ratni zlo~in, ali stvarnost trogodi{we
vladavine terora koji je poticao iz za{ti}ene zone UN baca vrlo razli~ito svetlo
na ono {to se sada naziva srebreni~kim genocidom. Me|unarodnoj zajednici bi
mnogo koristilo da pro~ita ovaj ogled — a jo{ bi im boqe bilo da posete ta sela —
zato {to u suprotnom niko ne}e mo}i da ustvrdi da shvata {ta se stvarno dogodilo,
kako ili za{to. Radujem se {to ovaj ogled mogu da preporu~im ~itaocima.

Dr Xon Lefland, direktor studija,
Institut za demokratiju i saradwu, Pariz.
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FOREWORD

Stephen Karganovic1

THE TABOO. The suffering of Serbian Srebrenica is a taboo topic. Nobody dares to
speak or write about it publicly. Is there a statute that makes that illegal? No, not yet. There
is a far more subtle and more perfidious form of repression which makes any such
discussion, above a whisper, virtually impossible. It is enforced by a comprehensive
blockade of the public information media in collusion with the corrupt world of politics.

One result of that culpable silence is that the Serbian victims of Srebrenica are
invisible. The obliterated Serbian settlements, whose Golgotha Dr. Ljubi{a Simi} is now
bringing to the notice of the world’s indifferent public, once deleted from awareness
ceased also to exist as a moral issue. Just as during the conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
1992–1995, they were wiped out physically — to the shame of a hypocritical world — they
have remained in that condition to the present day.

What is the reason for the conspicuous indifference of those who react with
apoplectic moral fury at the news of the most minor human rights violation in the remotest
corner of the planet?

In the same precise and professional way that he diagnosed the condition of Serbian
Srebrenica, with pictures that are worth a thousand words, Dr. Ljubi{a Simi} reveals just
as compellingly the cause of that lamentable situation:

“The fact that Serbian villages continue to be unreconstructed does not tell us that
Western agencies love the Moslems and hate the Serbs. At play is no more than a
coincidence of political interests. Were European development and reconstruction funds
to start rebuilding Serbian villages, they would be rather hard pressed to admit that those
villages had been destroyed. That would lead to the conclusion that it was the Moslems
who destroyed them, which — in turn — would suggest that Moslems did indeed commit
heinous crimes in the region. As a result, the thesis that only one community is guilty, in
this case the Serbs, would have to collapse.”

The taboo imposed on Serbian Srebrenica protects not only the perpetrators, but also
their collaborators in Bosnia, and farther afield. Without that taboo, the entire construction
of the official Srebrenica narrative, along with all the political schemes that are derived
from it, would disintegrate like a house of cards. That is the reason for the determined
effort, which shrinks not from the employment of even the basest means, to maintain at

13
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any and all cost that one-sided story — where there is no room for Serbian mothers’ tears,
nor any memorial for Serbian victims.

THE CRIME. During the entire period of the war, 1992–1995, Serbian villages
surrounding the town of Srebrenica (to use one of the favorite phrases of the Hague
tribunal) were the target of widespread and systematic attacks conducted by Moslem
armed forces using the Srebrenica enclave as their privileged sanctuary. The fate of
Srebrenica Serbs is but a microcosm of their fate in Bosnia and Herzegovina as a whole
during the conflict. Serbs living in Srebrenica and the nearby villages were killed in the
hundreds, they were abused, expelled from their homes, and kidnapped to serve as
hostages or for exchange. The majority of the villages were burned down and Serbian
personal property was plundered.

The attacks were indiscriminate and they targeted Serbs as such, without any effort
to ascertain the involvement or the attitude of the victim in relation to the conflict which
had engulfed Bosnia and Herzegovina, and even less so to determine whether the victim
represented any military threat to the Moslem side. It is important to point out that Moslem
forces within Srebrenica were not acting on their own, but were closely linked by political
and military chains of command to the regime of Alija Izetbegovi} and its Presidency in
Sarajevo. Let us take note of the very competent opinion on this subject of Gen. Philippe
Morillon, UN force commander in Bosnia at the time:

Naser Ori} obeyed. He was the head of a band. From the enclave he was
conducting guerrilla warfare, and he considered himself a fighter in the service
of the Presidency.2

That “government” publicly portrayed itself as “multicultural” and “multiethnic”
and many in the West were fooled by its skillful propaganda. At the same time, the
Srebrenica representatives of that “government” were implementing a pitiless three-year
pogrom which did not take any account of the fact that their victims were simple peasants
who differed from their Moslem neighbors only by being Serbs and Christians.3 That was
by any measure a unique case where an internationally recognized, and even lauded,
“government” was employing its military to conduct a slaughter of a part of the population
which it hypocritically claimed before the international community as its own citizens.
The devastated Serbian settlements portrayed in the photographs — Serbian Carthage,
which came into being in the dying days of the dark twentieth century as its epitaph, as it
were — demonstrates clearly why Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina demand to be the
masters of their own fate and why they are entitled unconditionally to that reasonable
demand. The Republic of Srpska is their indispensable refuge, exactly what Israel is for
the Jewish people.

THE RESPONSIBILITY. If a crime must not be allowed to go unpunished, and that
is a fully acceptable view which has been advocated forcefully since the end of the
Bosnian conflict, then the question must be posed: who is responsible for this crime? Who

14

2 Naser Ori} was commander of Moslem forces in the Srebrenica enclave. For Gen. Morillon’s
testimony, see Prosecutor v. Milosevic, February 12, 2004, p. 32045, lines 1–4.

3 See in particular Art. 3, Geneva Convention relative to the Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of
War, 75 U.N.T.S. 287, entered into force Oct. 21, 1950.



will answer for the wiping out of the Serbian community from huge swaths of territory of
the Srebrenica municipality?

In Serbian Srebrenica, in addition to the destruction of human lives, there was also
simultaneous destruction of the material conditions of human existence, in any of its
viable forms. As the photographs clearly show, and each of them is indeed worth at least a
thousand words, where in peace there once dwelt vibrant human communities with their
homes, schools, cultural centers, clinics, children’s playgrounds, and other normally to be
expected facilities, now there are to be found only abandoned piles of debris covered with
weeds and sorrow. Those innocent human beings who, over the centuries, together with
their worthy ancestors, were living and working on their land, being born and dying,
planting and harvesting their crops, were not merely driven off their homesteads, and
many of them indeed out of this world as well. More than that, all the material elements
critical for their lives and conditions necessary for the survival of their communities were
brutally and mercilessly destroyed. Those who did not then pay the ultimate price, now
have nowhere to return.

Someone must take responsibility for that. For that monumental crime, which was
committed against the whole of mankind and not just against the devastated neighbors,
someone must urgently be called to account.

The Golgotha of Serbian Srebrenica had at least one positive and morally purifying
effect. It tore the humanitarian mask off the visage of international do-gooders who
swarmed into Srebrenica region after the war with bags full of money and other tangible
offerings, but who also put forward the demand that their beneficence be directed to one
community to the explicit exclusion of the other. Just as during the war Serbian victims
were invisible on the international screen, so now that the horrors of the war are over, for
the apostles of humanitarianism, their surviving relatives continue to be invisible.

Those international organizations in fact may, if they so wish, feign humanitarianism
because — to be quite honest — they do not really owe anybody anything. They are not the
perpetrators of these crimes. They are merely the theatrical public relations beneficiaries
of the havoc’s consequences.

There is no doubt that responsibility lies with the individuals who have committed
these crimes. Among them, many have been identified but none has been charged
criminally. Coming face to face with criminal responsibility is a critical and very useful
step not just for the direct perpetrators, but also for the community to which they belong.
However, the criminal prosecution of individuals appeases justice only partially, and from
the position of the surviving victims perhaps somewhat too abstractly. From the
standpoint of the greatly wronged Serbian community, it is the practical, not the abstract
questions, that must be seriously posed. Who will indemnify it for the enormous damage it
has suffered and who will ensure the return, to the extent possible, to the conditions which
prevailed before the crimes were committed? That means a minimum of two things. First,
the devastated, decimated, and expelled Serbian community must be given the means to
sustainably reestablish itself in the villages which it has inhabited for centuries and where
it has an unconditional right to be. Second, the attackers must be denied the opportunity to
derive any lasting benefit from the crimes they committed by successfully wiping their
neighbors and their homes off the face of this earth.

Since the perpetrators of these crimes were the field representatives of the Sarajevo
“Presidency” and its “government”, it is logical that responsibility for the crime and its
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consequences ultimately belongs to the legal successors of those institutions. In this case,
that is the entity now known as the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. For this is,
above all, a state, not an individual, crime.

THE SHAME. The horrific sights depicted in Dr. Ljubi{a Simi}’s photographs,
which he comments movingly in his text, portray not just an unexampled crime but also,
for all of mankind, an enormous shame. But it is incumbent upon us to clarify one thing.
Irrespective of the formal affiliations of the perpetrators, those pictures do not represent
Islam, nor do they have anything to do with it. Islam is a great and humane faith and the
source of a brilliant world civilization whose splendor and depth are quite beyond the
capacity of deluded Srebrenica “Moslems” to fathom. Primitive destroyers must not be
admitted to the same league with the architects of Alhambra and Tash Mahal. These
crimes could not have been committed or endorsed by anyone who is familiar with the
values of Islam, who is inspired by its teachings, or who is genuinely acting in its name.

But all that having been said, that remains a crime which must not go unpunished and
its victims must not be left without consolation. It is now the turn of international
institutions and of Bosnia and Herzegovina judicial agencies to act.

16



PROLOGUE

Stefan Karganovi}1

LE TABOU. Le martyr de Srebrenica serbe est un sujet tabou. Personne n’ose en
parler a haute voix ni ecrire clairement sur ce sujet. Existe-t-il une loi qui l’interdit ? Pas
encore. C’est regle par un moyen de repression beaucoup plus subtile et perfide, qui rend
impossible chaque conversation sur ce sujet, qui serait plus forte qu’un murmure. Il s’agit
d’un blocage generale des moyens d’information publiques, accompagne d’une col-
laboration servile du monde politique corrompus.

La consequence de ce silence accusateur est que les victimes serbes de Srebrenica
sont restees invisibles. Les villages serbes detruits, dont le martyr est mise devant les yeux
indifferents de l’opinion publique mondiale par dr. Ljubi{a Simi}, puisqu’ils n’existent
pas dans les consciences, ils cessent d’exister de faüon morale aussi. Pendant la guerre en
Bosnie et Herzegovine 1992–1995, ces villages ont ete devastee et honteusement, aux
yeux du monde hypocrite, ils ont reste dans cet etat jusqu’au jour d’aujourd’hui.

Quelle est la raison de cette indifference envahissante de ceux qui sont pris d’une
attaque rageuse et moraliste a la premiere nouvelle sur la moindre violation des droits de
l’homme dans le coin le plus perdu de la planete?

Non seulement que dr. Ljubi{a Simi} a diagnostique de faüon precise et con-
sciencieuse par les images, plus parlantes que mille mots, l’etat bouleversant de Sre-
brenica serbe, mais il a egalement constate de maniere convaincante, l’etiologie de cet etat
deplorable :

¼ Le fait que les villages serbes ne sont pas encore renoves ne signifie pas que les
organisations occidentales aiment les Bosniaques et detestent les Serbes. Il s’agit d’une
concordance des interets politiques. Si les fonds europeens pour le developpement et
revitalisation de la region de Srebrenica commenüaient la reconstruction des villages
serbes, ils seraient obliges d’admettre que ces villages ont ete detruits. Cela conduirait a la
conclusion que ce sont les Bosniaques qui les ont detruits, ce qui signifierait que les
Bosniaques ont commis les crimes les plus abominables dans cette region. La theorie sur
la culpabilite exclusive d’un peuple — dans ce cas la, les Serbes — s’ecroulerait. ½

Le tabou concernant Srebrenica serbe est un mecanisme qui protege non seulement
les criminels, mais aussi leurs collaborateurs dans ces regions et beaucoup plus loin. Sans
ce tabou, la construction entiere de l’histoire officielle de Srebrenica et toutes les
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combinaisons politiques fondees sur cette histoire s’ecrouleraient, de maniere peu
glorieuse, comme un tour de cartes. C’est la raison d’etre de ce combat acharne, qui
n’hesite pas a employer les moyens les plus bas pour maintenir a tout prix cette histoire
unilaterale, dans laquelle il n’y a pas de place pour les larmes des meres serbes, ni pour
hommages aux martyres serbes.

CRIME. Pendant toute la periode de guerre, de 1992 a 1995, les villages Serbes
autour de Srebrenica etaient (pour employer une des formulations preferees du Tribunal
Penal de La Haye) les cibles des attaques systematiques et largement deployees des forces
armees musulmanes qui agissaient depuis l’enclave de Srebrenica.

Le destin des Serbes de Srebrenica est seulement le microcosme de leur destin en
Bosnie et Herzegovine pendant toute la duree de la guerre. Les Serbes qui vivaient a

Srebrenica etaient tues par centaines, tortures, chasses de leurs foyers et pris en otage pour
eventuel echange. La majorite de villages ont ete incendies et les effets personnelles des
Serbes pilles.

Ces attaques etaient sans aucune scrupule et elles avaient pour cible les Serbes en
tant que tels sans tentative de determiner l’engagement ou l’attitude de la victime envers le
conflit qui se deroulait en Bosnie et Herzegovine et encore moins si la victime representait
une menace quelconque pour le cote musulman. Il est important de souligner que les
forces musulmanes de Srebrenica n’ont pas agi de maniere independante, mais qu’elles
etaient etroitement liees, par une chaine militaire commanditaire avec le regime d’Alija
Izetbegovic et les membres de son Presidence a Sarajevo. Voici l’opinion competente du
general Philippe Morillon, commandant du FORPRONU concernant cette question :

Naser Oric etait obeissant. Il etait le chef d’une bande. Depuis l’enclave, il
menait les operations de guerilla et se considerait comme combatant au service
de la Presidence.2

Ce ¼ gouvernement ½ se presentait publiquement comme ¼ multiculturel ½ et ¼ multi-
ethnique ½ et de nombreux Occidentaux ont ete seduits par sa propagande habile. En
meme temps, les representants de ce ¼ gouvernement ½ de Srebrenica ont seme la terreur
sans merci pendant trois ans sans se soucier du fait que leurs victimes etaient des villageois
qui se distinguaient de leurs voisins musulmans seulement par le fait qu’ils etaient Serbes
et chretiens. Selon toute evidence, c’est le cas unique ou un ¼ gouvernement ½ of-
ficiellement reconnu, utilisait leurs instruments militaires pour l’execution d’un carnage
contre les habitants qu’il presentait de maniere hypocrite devant la communaute inter-
nationale en tant que ses propres citoyens.

Les villages serbes devastes, montres sur les photos — le Carthage serbe, qui a surgit
comme un epitaphe avec le dernier soupir du sombre 20eme siecle — montre clairement
pourquoi les Serbes en Bosnie et Herzegovine exigent d’etre les maitres de leur propre
destin et pourquoi c’est une demande legitime a laquelle ils ont un droit inconditionnel.
Pour eux la Republique Srpska est necessaire en tant que refuge de meme faüon que l’etat
d’Israel est indispensable au peuple hebreu.
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LA RESPONSABILITE. Si un crime ne peut pas rester impuni, et c’est une these
legitime et ardemment defendue depuis la fin du conflit en Bosnie et Herzegovine, alors la
question suivante doit etre posee : qui est responsable de ce crime, et de l’eradication de la
communaute serbe du territoire de la municipalite de Srebrenica ?

A Srebrenica serbe, parallelement avec la destruction des vie humaines, tous les
moyens materiaux necessaires pour la survie des hommes ont ete egalement detruits.
Comme nous pouvons le constater sur les images, et chacune d’entre elles vaut mille mots,
a l’endroit ou les communautes humaines vibrantes vivaient tranquillement autrefois avec
leurs maisons, ecoles, centres culturels, cliniques, terrains de jeux pour enfants et d’autres
infrastructures il ne reste aujourd’hui que des brasiers devastes couvert de mauvais herbe
et de tristesse. Ces etres humains innocents qui ont vecu et travaille, seme et recolte dans
cette region avec leurs braves ancetres depuis des siecles ont ete non seulement expulses
de leurs foyers mais aussi, pour beaucoup d’entre eux, de ce monde aussi. De surcroit,
toutes les bases materielles de leur vie et les conditions de survie de leur communaute ont
ete detruites de maniere cruelle et sans merci. Ceux qui n’ont pas perdu leur vie a ce
moment la, n’ont plus d’endroit ou revenir.

Quelqu’un doit etre responsable de cela. Pour ce crime monumental fait au genre
humain entier et non seulement a leurs voisins desesperes, quelqu’un doit rendre des
comptes d’urgence.

Le martyr de Srebrenica serbe a eu au moins un effet positif et moralement
purificateur. Elle a fait tombe le masque d’humanisme des sauveurs mondiaux hypocrites
qui se sont tous precipites vers la region de Srebrenica apres la fin du conflit, avec les sacs
remplis d’argents et d’autres offrandes materiels et une seule exigence, que toutes les
aides soient destinees a une seule communaute a l’exclusion de l’autre. De meme que les
Serbes disparus pendant la guerre ont ete invisibles sur les ecrans internationaux, ainsi
leurs compatriotes survecus n’existent pas aujourd’hui, apres toutes ces horreurs de la
guerre pour les apotres de l’humanite.

Ces organisations internationales peuvent, si elles le souhaitent pretendre l’humanite
mais, il est vrai qu’elles ne doivent rien a personne. Elles ne sont pas les auteurs du crime
mais uniquement les beneficiaires propagandistes theatrales de ses consequences.

Les responsables sont, sans aucun doute les individus qui ont commis ces crimes.
Beaucoup d’entre eux ont ete identifies mais personne n’a ete poursuivi en justice. La
confrontation avec la responsabilite penale est un pas indispensable et utile non seulement
pour les coupables directs mais aussi pour la communaute a laquelle ils appartiennent.
Cependant, la justice est satisfaite seulement partiellement par la poursuite penale des
individus et du point de vue des victimes de maniere peut-etre trop abstraite. Du point de
vue de la communaute serbe gravement endommage, ce sont les questions pratiques, pas
du tout abstraites, qui se posent. Qui va reparer tous ces dommages et lui garantir le retour
a l’etat avant le crime dans la mesure du possible ? Et cela signifie au moins deux choses.
Tout d’abord, les conditions necessaires au retour de la communaute serbe detruite,
torture, chasse, doivent etre reunies pour qu’elle puisse recommencer une nouvelle vie
dans ces foyers centenaires qui lui reviennent de droit. Ensuite, les agresseurs doivent etre
prives de toute possibilite de tirer un profit durable quelconque du crime qu’ils ont
commis en eradiquant, avec succes leurs voisins et les foyers de leurs voisins de la face de
la terre.
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Etant donne que les auteurs du crime etaient des representants de la ¼ Presidence ½ de
Sarajevo et leur ¼ gouvernement ½, il parait logique que la responsabilite pour la crime et
ses consequences doit etre endosse par les heritiers legaux de ces structures. Dans ce cas, il
s’agit de l’entite qui s’intitule aujourd’hui La Federation de Bosnie et Herzegovine. Car
c’est avant tout un crime d’Etat et pas un crime individuel.

LA HONTE. Les scenes horribles que Dr. Ljubi{a Simi} apporte dans sa mono-
graphie, accompagnees des commentaires bouleversants, ne representent pas seulement
un crime sans precedent mais aussi une honte pour l’humanite toute entiere. Mais il est
necessaire d’eclaircir quelque chose. Independamment de l’appartenance religieuse des
auteurs, ces images ne representent pas le visage de l’Islam et n’ont aucun lien avec cette
grande religion humaniste. L’Islam est le centre d’une brillante civilisation mondiale dont
la grandeur et la profondeur les ¼ Musulmans ½ seduits de Srebrenica ne sont meme pas
capables d’imaginer. Les pilleurs primitifs ne peuvent pas etre egalises avec les batisseurs
d’Alhambra et Taj Mahal. Ces crimes n’auront jamais pu etre commis par quelqu’un qui
connait les valeurs de l’Islam, qui est conduit par ces principes et qui agit veritablement en
son nom.

Et meme si c’etait le cas, ce genre de crime ne devrait pas rester impuni et les
victimes laisses sans reconfort. Maintenant, c’est aux institutions internationales et aux
organes juridiques de Bosnie et Herzegovine de jouer.
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PREDISLOVIE

Stefan Karganovi~1

TABU. Stradanie serbskoè derevni Srebrenica àvlàetsà tabu temoè. Nikto ne
re{aetsà gromko i otkráto pisatâ o neè. Suæestvuet li zakon po kotoromu åto
zapreæeno? Poka net. Åto uregulirovano namnogo bolee subtilânám i kovarnám
vidom repressii, kotoráè ka`dáè podobnáè razgovor, kotoráè bál bá grom~e {e-
pota, peresekaet. Dano dobro na vseobãàtuä blokirovku sredstv massovoè infor-
macii i uslu`livoe sotrudni~estvo korrumpirovannogo politi~eskogo obæestva.

Posledstviem åtogo obvinitelânogo mol~anià àvlàetsà to, ~to serbskie `ert-
vá Srebrenicá ne upominaätsà. A uni~to`ennáe serbskie selenià, Golgofu koto-
ráh d-r Läbi{a Simi~ vástavlàet pered licom ravnodu{noè mirovoè obæestven-
nosti, stertáe iz soznanià, perestaät suæestvovatâ i moralâno. Tak `e kak v
period voèná v Bosnii i Gercegovine s 1992 po 1995 gg. oni báli razru{ená
fizi~eski, i takimi `e — v pozor licemernomu miru — ostaätsà do segodnà{nego dnà.

^to stalo pri~inoè takoè navàz~ivoè ravnodu{nosti so storoná teh, na
kotoráh nahodàt pristupá moralisti~eskogo be{enstva pri polu~enii soobæenià
o samom nezna~itelânom povre`denii prav ~eloveka v samom udalennom zakoulke
planetá?

To~no i otvestvenno d-r Läbi{a Simi~ postavil diagnoz pora`aäæego sos-
toànià serbskoè Srebrenicá, ~erez fotografii, kotoráe priravnivaätsà tásà~am
slov. Tak `e ubeditelâno on konstatiroval i pri~iná åtogo u`asnogo sostoànià:

¼To, ~to serbskie derevni do segodnà{nego dnà ne vosstanovlená ne govorit o
tom, ~to zapadnáe organizacii poläbovno otnosàtsà k bo{nàkam, nenavidà serbov.
Re~â tolâko o sovpadenii politi~eskih interesov. Esli bá evropeèskie fondá po
razvitiä i vozobnovleniä regiona Srebrenicá zanàlisâ vosstanovleniem serb-
skih derevenâ, åtim oni priznalisâ bá, ~to åti derevni báli uni~to`ená. Iz åtogo
posledoval bá vávod, ~to uni~to`ilá ih bo{nàki, iz ~ego sleduet, ~to bo{nàki
sover{ili samáe gnusnáe prestuplenià v åtom regione. Takim obrazom, tezis o
vinovnosti isklä~itelâno odnogo naroda, v na{em slu~ae — serbov, li{ilsà bá
smásla½.

21

1 Predsedatelâ, Istori~eskiè proekt Srebrenica, Den Gaag, Gollandià



Tabu na serbskuä Srebrenicu predstavlàet mehanizm, zaæiæaäæiè ne tolâko
prestupnikov, no i ih sotrudnikov v regione, i {ire. Bez åtogo tabu vsà ofici-
alânaà konstrukcià o Srebrenice, a tak`e i vse politi~eskie kombinacii nad-
stroennáe nad neè, besslavno bá ruhnuli, kak karto~náè domik. Åto kak raz i
àvlàetsà pri~inoè dlà takoè re{itelânoè borâbá ne na `iznâ, a na smertâ, borâbá
kotoroè ne ~u`dá samáe nizkie sredstva, dlà togo ~tobá åta odnostoronnaà versià
— v kotoroè net mesta slezam serbskih matereè, v kotoroè ne upominaätsà serbskie
stradalâcá — uder`alasâ läboè cenoè.

PRESTUPLENIE. Vo vremà voèná, s 1992 po 1995 gg, serbskie derevni v
raèone Srebrenicá báli (zdesâ má upotrebim odnu iz läbimáh formulirovok
tribunala v Gaage) mi{enâä {iroko rasprostranennáh i sistemati~eskih atak
musulâmanskih vooru`ennáh sil, deèstvovav{ih iz anklava Srebrenica. Sudâba
serbov iz Srebrenicá li{â otra`enie ih sudâbá v Bosnii i Gercegovine v celom vo
vremà voennáh stolknoveniè. Serbov, pro`ivav{ih v Srebrenice i v okru`av{ih ee
derevnàh ubivali sotnàmi, mu~ali, vágonàli iz rodnáh domov i pohiæali v ka~estve
zalo`nikov ili dlà obmena. Bolâ{instvo derevenâ so``ená, a li~noe imuæestvo
serbov ogrableno.

Ataki báli bez`alostnámi, napravlennámi imenno na serbov, bez kakoè-libo
popátki ustanovitâ stepenâ u~astià ili poziciä `ertvá po otno{eniä k voène,
proishodiv{eè v Bosnii i Gercegovine, ne govorà u`e o tom predstavlàla li
`ertva kakuä-libo voennuä ugrozu dlà musulâmanskoè storoná. Va`no pod~er-
knutâ, ~to musulâmanskie silá iz Srebrenicá ne deèstvovali samostoàtelâno, t.e.
politi~eskoè i voenno-komandnoè cepo~koè báli tesno svàzaná s re`imom Alii
Izetbegovi~a i ego Prezidiumom v Saraevo. V svàzi s åtim, poslu{aem kom-
petentnoe mnenie generala Filippa Moriona, komandanta sil OON, UNPROFOR:

Naser Ori~ bál poslu{nám. On bál {efom odnoè bandá. On iz anklava
vel partizanskuä voènu i s~ital sebà boècom na slu`be u Prezidiume.2

Åto ¼pravitelâstvo½ predstavlàlosâ obæestvennosti kak ¼mnogokulâturalâ-
noe½ i ¼mnogoåtni~eskoe½ i im udalosâ soblaznitâ mnogih na Zapade svoeè umeloè
propagandoè. Odnovremenno, predstaviteli åtogo ¼pravitelâstva½ iz Srebrenicá v
te~enii treh let zanimalisâ nevidannám pogromom, ne obraæaà vnimanie na to, ~to
ih `ertvami báli krestâàne, otli~av{iesà ot svoih sosedeè tolâko tem, ~to báli
serbami i hristianami. Sudà po vsemu, åto edinstvennáè slu~aè, kogda ¼pravi-
telâstvo½, polu~iv{ee me`dunarodnoe priznanie, polâzovalosâ voennámi instr-
umentami dlà rezni teh `e gra`dan, kotoráh pered licom me`dunarodnogo
soobæestva licemerno priznavala za svoih. Razorennáe serbskie derevni pred-
stavlennáe na fotografiàh — serbskiè Karfagen, nadgrobnaà nadpisâ na
poslednem dáhanii mra~nogo dvadcatogo stoletià –àsno pokazávaet, po~emu serbá
v Bosnii i Gercegovine tak nastoè~ivo hotàt gospodstvovatâ sobstvennoè sudâboè
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i po~emu åto sovsem razumnoe trebovanie, na kotoroe oni imeät bezuslovnoe pravo.
Respublika Serbskaà im nu`na kak ube`iæe, tak `e kak gosudarstvo Izrailâ
neobhodimo nu`no evreèskomu narodu.

OTVETSTVENNOSTÂ. Esli prestuplenie ne dol`no ostatâsà bez nakazanià,
~to àvlàetsà vesâma priemlemám tezisom, kotoráè ånergi~no zastupaetsà s mo-
menta okon~anià voèná v Bosnii i Gercegovine, togda napra{ivaetsà vopros: kto
poneset otvetstvennostâ za åto prestuplenie i za to, ~to s ogromnáh territoriè
regiona Srebrenicá sterta serbskaà obæina?

V serbskoè Srebrenice, naràdu s uni~to`enámi lädskimi `iznàmi, odnovre-
menno báli razorená i vse materialânáe uslovià dlà suæestvovanià lädeè v läbom
vide. Kak vidno na fotografiàh, a läbaà iz nih govorit bolâ{e tásà~i slov, tam gde
kogda-to mirno `ili àrkie obæestva lädeè, so svoimi domami, {kolami, domami
kulâturá, klinikami, detskimi ploæadkami i drugimi sopustvuäæimi obãektami,
seè~as nahodàtsà opusto{ennáe pepeliæa, pokrátáe zaroslàmi i skorbâä. Åti ne-
vinnáe lädi i ih trudoläbiváe predki stoletiàmi `ivut i rabotaät zdesâ,
ro`daätsà i umiraät, seät i ubiraät, a v period s 1992 po 1995 gg. oni ne tolâko
báli vágnaná iz svoih domov, no i v zna~itelânoè mere — s åtogo sveta. Bolee togo,
vse materialânáe osnová ih `izneè i uslovià dlà vá`ivanià ih obæestva báli
svirepo i bespoæadno uni~to`ená. Tem, kto togda ostalisâ v `iváh, segodnà
nekuda vernutâsà.

Kto-to `e dol`en otvetitâ za åto. Za åto monumentalânoe prestuplenie, sover-
{ennoe nad celám ~elove~estvom, a ne tolâko nad svoimi obezdolenámi sosedàmi,
kto-to dol`en bátâ sro~no prizvan k otvetu.

Tem ne menee, u Golgofá serbskoè Srebrenicá estâ hotà bá odin polo`i-
telânáè i moralâno o~iæaäæiè åffekt. Ona sorvala masku gumannosti s de-
`urnáh predstaviteleè mirovoè sovesti, kotoráe posle voèná sbe`alisâ v
Srebrenicu s ~emodanami deneg i drugogo materialânogo dobra, no s trebovaniem,
~tobá vse åto bálo napravleno tolâko odnoè storone i s re{itelânám isklä-
~eniem drugoè. Kak i vo vremà voèná, kogda postradav{ie serbá báli nevidimámi
na me`dunarodnáh åkranah, teperâ ih vá`iv{ie soplemenniki, posle vseh u`asov
voèná, opàtâ tak `e ne suæestvuät dlà apostolov gumannosti.

Åti me`dunarodnáe organizacii, esli hotàt, mogut izobra`atâ gumannostâ,
no, polo`a ruku na serdce, ska`u — realâno oni ni~eno i nikomu ne dol`ná. Oni ne
sover{ali prestuplenià, oni tolâko teatralânáe propagandistkie polâzovateli
ego posledstviè.

Otvetstvennostâ, bez somnenià, le`it na licah, sover{iv{ih prestuplenià.
Iz ih ~isla mnogie identificirovaná, no nikto iz nih do sih por ugolovno ne pre-
sleduetsà. Stalkivanie s ugolovnoè otvetstvennostâä predstavlàet soboè neob-
hodimáè i poleznáè {ag ne tolâko dlà neposredstvennáh vinovnikov, no i dlà
obæiná, k kotoroè oni prinadle`at. No, ugolovnám presledovaniem otdelânáh
lic pravda udovletvoràetsà tolâko ~asti~no, i s to~ki zrenià vá`iv{ih `ertv
da`e sli{kom abstraktno. S to~ki zrenià tà`elo poterpev{eè serbskoè obæiná,
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voznikaät ne abstraktnáe, a vesâma prakti~náe voprosá. Kto vozmestit eè ogrom-
náè uæerb i kak obespe~itâ vozvrat v to sostoànie, naskolâko åto vozmo`no, kakoe
bálo do na~ala voèná? Åto ozna~aet, kak minimum, dve veæi. Vo-perváh, neob-
hodimo sozdatâ uslovià, neobhodimáe uni~to`ennoè, v desàtki raz umenâ{ennoè i
váselennoè serbskoè obæine dlà vozobnovlenià ustoè~ivogo suæestvovanià v
kraàh, gde ona vekami `ivet i v kotoráh bezuslovno imeet pravo na suæestvovanie.
Vo-vtoráh, prestupniki dol`ná bátâ li{ená läboè vozmo`nosti izvle~â kakuä-
-libo dolgosro~nuä vágodu ot sover{ennogo prestuplenià, ot stiranià svoih
sosedeè i ih domov s lica zemli.

Tak kak prestupniki àvlàlisâ upolnomo~ennámi ¼raèonnámi½ predstavi-
telàmi saraevskogo ¼Prezidiuma½ i ego ¼pravitelâstva½, logi~nám predstavlà-
etsà, ~tobá otvetstvennostâ za prestuplenie i ego posledstvià ponesli preemniki
åtih struktur. V konkretnom slu~ae, pravonaslednikom àvlàetsà åntitet, nazá-
vaäæièsà segodnà Federacià Bosnii i Gercegoviná. Pre`de vsego, åto gosu-
darstvennoe, a ne individualânoe prestuplenie.

POZOR. U`asaäæie kartiná, fotografii kotoráh d-r Läbi{a Simi~ po-
kazal v svoeè monografii, i kotoráe v nastoàæem tekste on, potràsennáè, kom-
mentiruet, ne predstavlàät tolâko besprecendentnoe prestuplenie, no i ogromnáè
pozor dlà vsego ~elove~estva. Odnako, neobhodimo koe-~to poàsnitâ. Nesmotrà na
formalânuä prinadle`nostâ prestupnikov, oni ne predstavlàät islama, a tak`e
nikoim obrazom ne svàzaná s nim. Islam — velikaà i gumannaà religià mirovogo
mas{taba i centr blestatelânoè mirovoè civilizacii, razmer i glubinu kotoroè
obmanutáe ¼musulâmane½ Srebrenicá ne sposobná da`e predstavitâ sebe. Pri-
mitivnáe razru{iteli ne dol`ná stanovitâsà v odin ràd so stroitelàmi Alâ-
hambrá i Tad` Mahala. Dannáe prestuplenià ne smog sover{itâ, ni odobritâ
nikto kto znakom s cennostàmi islama, kto rukovodstvuetsà ego u~eniàmi ili kto
deèstvitelâno postupaet ot ego imeni.

Da`e esli åto i tak, åto prestuplenie ne dol`no ostatâsà beznakazannám i bez
ute{enià dlà `ertv. O~eredâ seè~as za me`dunarodnámi organizaciàmi i pravo-
ohranitelânámi organami Bosnii i Gercegoviná.
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PREDGOVOR

Stefan Karganovi}1

TABU. Stradawe srpske Srebrenice je tabu tema. Niko se ne usu|uje da o woj
glasno i otvoreno govori i pi{e. Postoji li zakon koji to zabrawuje? Jo{ ne. To
reguli{e mnogo suptilniji i perfidniji vid represije koji svaki razgovor takve
vrste, koji bi bio glasniji od {apata, onemogu}ava. Na delu je sveobuhvatna blokada
sredstava javnog informisawa i servilna saradwa potkupqenog politi~kog sveta.

Posledica te okrivquju}e }utwe je da su srpske `rtve Srebrenice nevidqive.
A uni{tena srpska naseqa, ~iju golgotu dr Qubi{a Simi} stavqa pred ravnodu{no
lice svetske javnosti, samim ~inom brisawa iz saznawa prestaju da postoje i mo-
ralno, kao {to su za vreme ratnog sukoba u Bosni i Hercegovini 1992–1995. bila
razorena fizi~ki i u takvom su stawu — na sramotu licemernog sveta — ostala do
dana{weg dana.

Koji je razlog za ovako nametqivu ravnodu{nost od strane onih koje spopadaju
napadi moralisti~kog besnila na vest o najbezna~ajnijem kr{ewu qudskih prava u
najzaba~enijem kutku planete?

Na isti na~in kao {to je precizno i savesno, slikama koje vrede hiqadu re~i,
dijagnozirao potresno stawe srpske Srebrenice, dr Qubi{a Simi} je podjednako
ubedqivo konstatovao i etiologiju tog `alosnog stawa:

„^iwenica da su srpska sela i daqe neobnovqena ne govori da organizacije sa
Zapada vole Bo{wake a mrze Srbe. Radi se o poklapawu politi~kih interesa. Kada
bi evropski fondovi za razvoj i revitalizaciju srebreni~kog regiona po~eli
obnavqati srpska sela, do{li bi u situaciju da moraju da priznaju da su ona bila
uni{tena. To bi navelo na zakqu~ak da su ih uni{tili Bo{waci, a iz toga bi se
zakqu~ilo da su Bo{waci ~inili najgnusnije zlo~ine u tom regionu. Od toga bi se
sru{ila teza o krivici samo jednog naroda, u ovom slu~aju — Srba.“

Tabu na srpsku Srebrenicu je mehanizam koji {titi ne samo zlo~ince, ve} i
wihove saradnike na ovim prostorima, i mnogo {ire. Bez tog tabua, celokupna kon-
strukcija zvani~ne pri~e o Srebrenici, i sve politi~ke kombinacije koje na toj
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pri~i po~ivaju, neslavno bi se uru{ile kao kula od karata. To je razlog za tu gr~evitu
borbu, koja ne preza od sredstava najni`e vrste, da se ta jednostrana pri~a — u kojoj za
suze srpskih majki nema mesta, niti za srpske stradalnike pomena — odr`i po svaku
cenu.

ZLO^IN. Tokom celog perioda rata, od 1992. do 1995, srpska sela oko Sre-
brenice bila su (da upotrebimo jednu od omiqenih formulacija Ha{kog tri-
bunala) meta {iroko rasprostrawenih i sistematskih napada muslimanskih vojnih
snaga koje su delovale iz srebreni~ke enklave. Sudbina srebreni~kih Srba je samo
mikrokozma wihove sudbine u BiH u celini tokom ratnog sukoba. Srbi, koji su
`iveli u Srebrenici i u okolnim selima, bili su ubijani u stotinama, zlo-
stavqani, izgnani sa svojih ogwi{ta i kidnapovani kao taoci ili radi razmene.
Ve}ina sela su spaqena a li~na imovina Srba opqa~kana.

Napadi su bili bezobzirni i oni su ciqali na Srbe kao takve, bez poku{aja da
se utvrdi anga`ovanost ili stav `rtve prema sukobu koji se odvijao u BiH, a jo{
mawe da li je `rtva na bilo koji na~in vojno ugro`avala muslimansku stranu.
Va`no je podvu}i da muslimanske snage iz Srebrenice nisu delovale samostalno,
ve} da su politi~kim i vojnim komandnim lancem bile usko povezane sa re`imom
Alije Izetbegovi}a i wegovim Predsedni{tvom u Sarajevu. Da ~ujemo u vezi sa tim
pitawem kompetentno mi{qewe generala Filipa Morijona, komandanta
UNPROFOR-a:

Naser Ori} je bio poslu{an. On je bio {ef jedne bande. On je iz enklave
vodio gerilski rat, i on je smatrao sebe borcem u slu`bi Pred-
sedni{tva.2

Ta „vlada“ javno se predstavqala kao „multikulturna“ i „multietni~ka“ i
mnogi na Zapadu bili su zavedeni wenom ve{tom propagandom. U isto vreme,
predstavnici te „vlade“ iz Srebrenice sprovodili su nemilosrdni trogodi{wi
pogrom koji nije vodio ra~una o tome da su wihove `rtve bili seqaci koji su se od
svojih kom{ija muslimana razlikovali samo po tome {to su bili Srbi i hri{}ani.
Ovo je po svoj prilici jedinstven slu~aj gde je jedna me|unarodno priznata „vlada“
koristila svoje vojne instrumente za sprovo|ewe pokoqa istog stanovni{tva koje
je pred me|unarodnom zajednicom licemerno svojatala za svoje gra|ane. Razorena
srpska naseqa koja su na slikama prikazana — srpska Kartagina, koja je kao epitaf
nastala na samom izdisaju tamnog dvadesetog stole}a — jasno pokazuje za{to Srbi u
Bosni i Hercegovini zahtevaju da budu gospodari sopstvene sudbine i za{to je to
potpuno razuman zahtev na koji oni imaju bezuslovno pravo. Wima je Republika
Srpska neophodna kao uto~i{te, isto kao {to je dr`ava Izrael neophodna je-
vrejskom narodu.

26

2 Svedo~ewe generala Morijona na su|ewu Slobodanu Milo{evi}u, 12. februara 2004. g., s.
32045, redovi 1–4.



ODGOVORNOST. Ako zlo~in ne sme da pro|e bez kazne, a to je potpuno pri-
hvatqiva teza koja se energi~no zastupa od okon~awa sukoba u Bosni i Hercegovini,
onda se mora postaviti pitawe: ko snosi odgovornost za ovaj zlo~in, i za brisawe
srpske zajednice sa ogromnih povr{ina teritorije srebreni~ke op{tine?

U srpskoj Srebrenici, pored uni{tenih qudskih `ivota, istovremeno su
bili razoreni i svi materijalni uslovi za opstanak qudskih bi}a u bilo kakvom
vidu. Kao {to slike jasno pokazuju, a svaka od wih vredi najmawe hiqadu re~i, tamo
gde su nekada u miru `ivele vibrantne qudske zajednice sa svojim domovima,
{kolama, kulturnim centrima, klinikama, igrali{tima za decu i svim ostalim
prate}im objektima, sada se nalaze opustela zgari{ta prekrivena korovom i tugom.
Ta nedu`na qudska bi}a, koja skupa sa svojim vrednim precima tu ve} stole}ima
`ive i rade, ra|aju se i umiru, siju i `awu, nisu izme|u 1992. i 1995. godine samo
bili proterani sa svojih ogwi{ta, nego veliki broj wih i — iz ovoga sveta. Vi{e
od toga, sve materijalne osnove wihovog `ivota i uslovi opstanka wihove za-
jednice bili su svirepo i bezpo{tedno uni{teni. Oni koji tada nisu platili
glavom sada vi{e nemaju kuda da se vrate.

Neko za to mora biti odgovoran. Za to monumentalno nedelo u~iweno celom
qudskom rodu, a ne samo svojim oja|enim susedima, neko mora hitno da polo`i
ra~une.

Golgota srpske Srebrenice imala je bar jedan pozitivan i moralno pre~i{}a-
vaju}i efekat. Ona je zbacila masku humanosti sa licemernih belosvetskih du{e-
bri`nika koji su se posle okon~awa sukoba sjatili u srebreni~ki kraj sa torbama
punim novca i drugih materijalnih ponuda, ali sa zahtevom da sve to bude usmereno
jednoj zajednici sa izri~itim iskqu~ewem druge. Kao {to su za vreme rata nastra-
dali Srbi na me|unarodnim ekranima bili nevidqivi, tako wihovi pre`iveli
srodnici sada, posle svih ratnih strahota, za apostole humanosti i daqe ne
postoje.

Te me|unarodne organizacije i mogu, ako to `ele, da glume humanost ali —
ruku na srce — oni nikome ni{ta stvarno ne duguju. Oni nisu po~inioci zlo~ina
nego su samo teatralni propagandni iskori{}iva~i wegovih posledica.

Odgovornost bez ikakve sumwe snose pojedinci koji su te zlo~ine izvr{ili.
Me|u wima, mnogi su identifikovani ali niko od wih jo{ nije bio krivi~no
gowen. Suo~avawe sa krivi~nom odgovorno{}u je neophodan i koristan korak ne
samo za neposredne krivce ve} i za zajednicu kojoj oni pripadaju. Me|utim, kri-
vi~nim gowewem pojedinaca pravda se zadovoqava samo delimi~no, i sa stano-
vi{ta pre`ivelih `rtava mo`da previ{e apstraktno. Sa stanovi{ta te{ko
o{te}ene srpske zajednice, postavqaju se ne apstraktna, ve} vrlo prakti~na
pitawa. Ko }e joj nadoknaditi ogromnu {tetu i kako }e se obezbediti povratak,
koliko je to mogu}e, na stawe koje je postojalo pre zlo~ina? A to zna~i najmawe dve
stvari. Prvo, moraju se stvoriti uslovi koji su uni{tenoj, desetkovanoj i
prognanoj srpskoj zajednici neophodni da bi ona mogla ponovo otpo~eti odr`ivi
`ivot na ogwi{tima gde vekovima obitava i gde ima bezuslovno pravo da postoji.
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Drugo, napada~i se moraju li{iti svake mogu}nosti da izvuku bilo kakvu trajnu
korist od po~iwenog zlo~ina uspe{nim brisawem svojih suseda i wihovih domova
sa lica ove zemqe.

Po{to su po~inioci zlo~ina bili terenski predstavnici sarajevskog „Pred-
sedni{tva“ i wegove „vlade“, logi~no je da odgovornost za zlo~in i za wegove
posledice imaju da snose pravni naslednici tih struktura. U ovom slu~aju, to je
entitet koji se danas zove Federacija Bosne i Hercegovine. Jer ovo je, pre svega,
dr`avni a ne pojedina~ni zlo~in.

BRUKA. Jezivi prizori ~ije slike dr Qubi{a Simi} u svojoj monografiji
donosi, i koje u svom tekstu on potreseno komentari{e, ne predstavqaju samo bes-
primerni zlo~in, ve} i za ~itavo ~ove~anstvo jednu ogromnu bruku. Ali neophodno
je da pojasnimo jednu stvar. Bez obzira na formalnu pripadnost po~inioca, te slike
ne prikazuju Islam niti one sa wim imaju ikakve veze. Islam je jedna velika i humana
svetska religija i sredi{te jedne blistave svetske civilizacije ~iju veli~inu i
dubinu zavedeni „muslimani“ Srebrenice nisu sposobni ni da zamisle. Primitivni
ru{ioci ne smeju se izjedna~avati sa graditeqima Alhambre i Ta{ Mahala. Ove
zlo~ine nije mogao da po~ini niti da odobri niko ko poznaje vrednosti islama, ko je
rukovo|en wegovim u~ewem ili ko stvarno postupa u wegovo ime.

Sve i da je tako, to je zlo~in koji ne sme ostati bez kazne i bez utehe `rtvama.
Na potezu su sada me|unarodne ustanove i pravosudni organi Bosne i Hercegovine.
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SERBIAN VILLAGES THEN AND NOW

Dr. Ljubi{a Simi}1

More than 15 years have gone by since the attacks on Serbian villages in the region of
Srebrenica, Bratunac, and Skelani. Since then, the landscape has not changed much and, in
general terms, it would have to be said that their appearance has deteriorated. The villages
in this area appear more ruined and ghostly than they were back then, when their
inhabitants were subjected to devastating attacks and massively expelled from their
centuries-old homesteads.

It seems that today there are even more open questions than there were fifteen years
ago, but there are regrettably far fewer answers. Many events which took place in that
region remain obscure, or they have been overshadowed by what happened in July of
1995. The truth should have come out in the end, but it did not, that, for the most part,
Serbian villages have remained in the same dismal state in which their Moslem neighbors
had left them after a series of unprovoked and relentless attacks during 1992 and 1993.

The first issue that strikes the observer is the Serbian community’s strange reticence
to speak about their experiences during the 1992–1995 war and to share the story of their
suffering with the rest of the world. They rationalize their silence by pointing out that after
peace was concluded in 1995 the Serbian community were the target of an effective,
thoroughgoing media war. It artificially created a climate not only in Bosnia, but in the
world at large, in which there was little room for empathy for their plight.

While touring these villages, one has the impression of abandonment and alienation.
In some of them, time continues to stand still and the rhythms of life are imperceptible.
Empty, barren, and isolated, they mutely greet each year as it comes and see it off as it
departs. They also narrate the tale of human suffering and of the persecution of an
innocent people. Those homesteads are now home to wild animals and stray dogs. There
are no children left in those communities, or they are too few to notice. Schools were
destroyed, but nobody is investing into their reconstruction because there is no one left to
attend them. Here and there, you might run into a remodeled church, but as a rule its doors
will be locked. There is not a living soul anywhere near, and the diocese considers that it
suffices to open the doors a few times a year just for the major holidays.

One of the first villages that we visited was Podravanje. It is located about 30
kilometers from Srebrenica and, under a cover of snow, it barely showed any signs of life.
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Our hostess, Milojka Bibi}, is giving us a comprehensive account about the attack on
Podravanje, which took place on September 24, 1992, from the direction of the neigh-
boring Moslem villages. She is the only survivor of the formerly numerous Bibi} family.
Her two brothers, father, and mother, were not so lucky. She found one slain brother with
his limbs broken, while the other was decapitated. On that sinister day, the Moslems
destroyed the entire village, torched the inhabitants’homes, and killed the cattle and every
villager who had remained behind. The ritualistic murders which took place in that village
bear mention. Severed Serbian heads were stuck on fence posts. In some cases, the persons
whose heads were cut off were over 80 years-old, which speaks a great deal of the
monstrosity of this crime as well as something about its perpetrators.

The fate of Podravanje inhabitant Drago Mitrovi} is eloquent testimony to this
mindless cruelty. During World War II, he was a child and his throat was then slit. But
while the relatively superficial wound miraculously healed, it left him permanently mute
and with an ugly scar. His Moslem neighbors, however, managed subsequently to finish
the botched job they started during World War II. The unfortunate man, who had to live
with aphasia (inability to speak as a consequence of the attempted throat-slitting during
World War II), was hunted down by the Moslems during the attack on Podravanje and this
time they did manage to slaughter him. The grandsons of those who tried to slit the
unfortunate man’s throat during the last world war showed more skill this time and they
successfully finished the job. It is as if in the interim they had been taking lessons from
their fathers and grandfathers, whose World War II knives were just as sharp.

Somewhat closer to Srebrenica, the village of Bre`ani was attacked on June 30,
1992. To this day, the effects of violence are visible on the houses there. In the center of
the village, there is a small Orthodox cemetery which still exhibits signs of vandalism. Once
they took over the village, and after expelling the Serbian population, the Moslems turned
their attention to Serbian cemetery headstones. They knocked them down and gouged out
the eyes of the dead who were depicted in the photographs. After the locals were finally able
to return, one of the graves was found wide open. During the attack, the entire village was
devastated. The bones of Serbian children were scattered all over the village and they had to
wait almost nine months for a proper burial because from June of 1992 to March of 1993 the
village was under Moslem occupation. During that period, the bodies of slain Serbs were left
to stray animals to feed on the remains. Signs of physical violence were found on some of
the bodies. Clearly, for some of the attackers it was not enough to kill a person; they also
needed to leave their personal mark on the corpse. Today, the village has barely 50
inhabitants, while once there were over 200. Among the victims, in addition to women,
there were also children and some elderly persons. The youngest person killed on that day
was 15, the oldest was 88 years old.

The road now takes us to Bukova Glava. We proceed on foot, because the condition
of the main road does not allow access by automobile. The path takes us mainly through
the forest and finally we arrive at this tiny outpost, separated from the rest of civilization
and situated in the midst of a beautiful landscape. The first thought that comes to us is a
question: who might have been so offended by this off-the-beaten-path and strategically,
and in every other way, insignificant locale, to come and inflict such a fate on it? There is
not much to see, except for ruins and a handful of old people trying to breathe some
semblance of life into their village but — it so seems — with negligible prospects of
success being, as they are, at the end of their life span, and without any young people
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returning there to help them. In the immediate vicinity, there is also the village of Mala
Turija, and somewhat farther, Pribi}evac. Both of those villages experienced an identical
fate: they were totally destroyed.

Everyone familiar with the region of Srebrenica will know whereof we speak, as
soon as we mention the village of Zalazje. During World War II, in 1943, local fascist
collaborators killed over 90 inhabitants of this village, mainly children and women. A
collective bone repository and a memorial, erected in 1962, attest to those events. Half a
century later, on July 12, 1992, that scenario was repeated, and Serbian homes were
destroyed and their inhabitants were once again put to the knife. Not far from Zalazje is the
village of Obadi, and further on lies Andri}i, a village that is no longer to be found on the
world’s map. Indeed, although the village was wiped out, life here abounds in a different
form. Each year, numerous apple trees persistently offer up their bounty as they await the
return of their owners. Obviously, apple trees are more determined than the local politi-
cians have been during all these years in their attempts to maintain some semblance of
normal life. All over, there are apples to spare, seemingly in quantities not seen anywhere
else. For the moment, they happen to be the only life form here and the only witnesses of
heinous crimes. The village cannot be reached using the nonexistent former road.
Determined travelers must make their way through the forest if they wish to appreciate
what is left of Andri}i. Once in Andri}i, what they would see are the remnants of
foundations of razed homes which are now overgrown with weeds, as well as bushes and
other similar kinds of vegetation.

At the other end of Srebrenica municipality is the village of Krnji}i. The road to that
village takes us through the fully renovated and revitalized Moslem village of Tokoljaci.

Krnji}i used to be known for the considerable number of learned people who had
been born here. Until 1959, this sizeable place had the status of a municipality. In the
middle of the village are the remains of the Cultural center which, during the attack was
completely destroyed and burned. In the Cultural center, the Moslems burned alive the
village teacher, Vasa Para~a, born in 1912, who taught not only local Serbs but Moslems
as well. He was a man who during his lengthy career as an educator served members of
both communities. In addition to the Cultural center and the schoolhouse, all Serbian
households were also targeted by the marauding attackers. As a result, not a single home
survived the attack on July 5, 1992. Today, not a soul lives in Krnji}i any longer.
Inhabitants who managed to survive the attack have found refuge in Serbia, Hungary,
Russia, and other locations throughout Europe.

It is difficult to talk about Srebrenica without mentioning the village of Karno. In the
center of the village stands a 19th century monastery dedicated to the Protection of the
Mother of God. This is a place that was mentioned and described by the Nobel prize
winning author, Ivo Andri}, who held the people of this village in great esteem.
Unfortunately, both this — and the neighboring Serbian village of Medje — are de-
populated today. The destroyed Serbian homes in the area have practically blended with
surrounding nature. In a few years, hardly any signs will remain to indicate that human
beings had ever lived here and that this land is Serbian.

And just as you think that the chalice of suffering for the local Serbian people was
full, you experience a surprise in the form of the village of Ratkovi}i. The village is
situated in the midst of several completely renovated Moslem villages. On one side of it lie
Osma~e, Podkorijen, Dedi}i, and Poznanovi}i, on the other — Mo}evi}i. These Moslem
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villages are brimming with life and are full of happy children running around. Alongside
the asphalt, and the repaired gravel, roads we see renovated schools, houses, and an entire
infrastructure offering to the inhabitants a sustainable life. In contrast to those villages,
Ratkovi}i cannot be reached by any conveyance. In order to come to the village, you must
walk several kilometers on foot up a muddy road. There is not even electricity in the
village, and as for infrastructure, it is superfluous to even talk about it.

We can therefore say without hesitation that it would be difficult to find anywhere
else a people who had been treated with comparable callousness.

I am unaware that anywhere in Europe such a double standard is being practiced
toward communities who live side by side in such a relatively small geographical area.
Whatever happened to the noble ideas about justice and equality that foreign diplomats
never tire of preaching to us? This example lays bare the hypocrisy of a good part of
Europe, and of America as well, because their reconstruction agencies have refused to
invest a single penny into the renewal of this Serbian village, or of Serbian villages in this
region in general. To put it starkly, they are not interested in suffering if it is Serbian. One
even gains the impression that they are not particularly pleased when any reference is
made to it. The political climate in their countries favors others in the region, and Serbs are
simply nonexistent in that equation.

Finally, after walking several kilometers, we found ourselves in the hamlet of Gornji
Ratkovi}i. The first thing that you notice is the size of the village. Before the war, the
village had the status of a local community and it was indeed one of the largest in the area.
That fact is illustrated by the existence of several cemeteries in the hamlet of Donji
Ratkovi}i.

It seems almost superfluous to make a special point of the fact that we did not
encounter a single local in this village. The village is totally barren and empty. While you
tread the muddy road, you feel the silence pressing down upon you from all around. There
is not a sound to be heard and you see only the thick fog which has descended upon the
remaining ruins. That makes the scene more ghostly still. True, there is a single home in
the village that one of the locals had rebuilt, but it is uninhabited. The owners found refuge
on the other shore of the River Drina.

The village was attacked on June 21, 1992. While pillaging and plundering, the
Moslems torched every single home they could lay their hands on and they killed every
villager who failed to run away, or who might have attempted to avert the destruction of
his homestead. Surely, there must also have been those among them who had faith in their
Moslem neighbors and for that reason did not abandon their homes. That trust cost them
their lives and it also imparts a valuable lesson to the younger generations.

On the monument which was later erected to honor the victims, you can even see the
names of persons who were entering the ninth decade of their lives. Even so old and
helpless, they were targeted in the Moslem pogrom. Some of them, like the paralyzed
grandmother, Desanka Stanojevi}, were burned alive inside their own homes.

The other aspect of the tragic fate of this village are its homes, or to be more exact:
the remnants and foundations of what used to be homes, because not a single dwelling was
spared in the attack. With our camera, we made a record of more than 50 completely
obliterated Serbian homes. Some of them we could not approach closely because of the
thick vegetation; others in fact exist no more because the ravages of time have removed
and wiped them out forever from these parts.
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It should be noted that before the war Ratkovi}i had over 300 inhabitants. Today, not
a single one is left. A portion of the inhabitants were killed, another portion were expelled,
and their homes — as the photographs demonstrate — were completely destroyed, leaving
the village practically dead. The village started down that martyr’s path 17 years ago,
thanks to its Moslem neighbors. But, strangely, the village continues along the same path
today, only now not because of the Moslems but thanks to those who have shut their eyes
and turned their heads away from this heinous crime.

When we are talking about crimes in the area that were committed by members of the
Moslem community, we cannot sidestep the local community of Kravica, which is spread
over a considerable area and includes several villages and hamlets. All those locales
experienced the same fate as Kravica; they were attacked on Orthodox Christmas Day in
1993. The attack was carried out from three directions, it was well organized and it was
planned for some time. The entire area which lies above the village of Kravica belongs to
the large village of Brana Ba~i}i, with several of its hamlets strewn all across the foothills.
All the hamlets (Donji Ba~i}i, [tuli}i, Velika Njiva, Ru{i}i) were completely obliterated,
the homes torched, and most of the population were expelled.

That the wickedness of those who conducted the attack seemingly knew no bounds is
attested to by the fate of a monument left over from World War II. During the 1993 attack,
a memorial was desecrated that long ago was erected to honor Mileva Mladjenovi}, who
in 1944 was slaughtered together with her one year-old daughter and her mother-in-law by
having their throats slit by the local Ustashi collaborators. Even though the memorial is
not located even close to inhabited areas or in a conspicuous place, the Moslems, who
occupied the zone for several months after their Orthodox Christmas Day attack on
Kravica in 1993, did not leave it in peace. With bullets or with a dull object, they damaged
the picture of the dead person on the memorial headstone. Perhaps the headstone
desecration was some small comfort for the grandchildren of those who slit the throat of a
year-old child for no other reason than that it was Serbian. In the last war, there were
apparently those who could not resist repolishing their grandfathers’ rusted knives that
were laying dormant for half a century.

Villages in the area of Skelani fared no better. The series of obliterated Serbian
villages is quite long. Regrettably, some of them are no longer accessible because the
roads which formerly led to them are overgrown with thick weeds. In some of those
villages there is not a soul that lives any more. On one occasion, while we were on our way
to Skelani, we crossed paths with an elderly man astride a horse. As the local guide
explained it, he is the sole human being still living in what is left of his village and every so
often he rides his horse down to Skelani to buy basic provisions. Somewhat further on is
the village of Bo`i}i. Whether it was because of its name ‰linguistically, the word “Bo`i}i”
suggests the Christian GodŠ, or for some other reason, the village was totally destroyed.
Like so many other villages, it was attacked at a moment when the locals had no clue what
was coming. It was while the wheat harvest was in full swing, on August 5, 1992, that
Moslem neighbors attacked, killed a number of the inhabitants, put homes to the torch, and
carried away the wheat.

One of the village’s inhabitants made a special impression by pointing to the
foundation of his destroyed former home and explaining to us that it had survived the First
and the Second World Wars, but that it did not fare as well and did not manage to outlive
the attack of the Moslem neighbors this time around.
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We should also mention some of the other nearby villages, such as Klekovi}i, Pri-
bojevi}i. Arapovi}i, Gaj, Jezero, Bradi}i, among a number of others, where Serbs used to
live and which today are burnt piles of debris.

There is no end to tales that could be told about these wretched Serbian villages. For
the most part, they have one feature in common. They were destroyed systematically,
following essentially the same, standard pattern.

The process of their slow withering away since then has not been reversed to this
day. That entitles us to say that a significant number of these villages looks considerably
worse today than they did coming out of the war years.

Today, upon the foundations of what used to be Serbian homes, instead of children
you see weeds, which are conquering Serbian land relentlessly, meter by meter. On some
sites, where there used to be a family home there remain now only heaps of scattered
bricks and broken masonry. In most cases, the foundation stones are covered by tall
vegetation which makes them almost unrecognizable during Spring and Summer months.

There are countless questions, and seemingly as many devastated villages and
homes. What seems to be lacking are clear answers or is it, perhaps, that conditions are not
yet ripe to obtain them? I believe that the future will ultimately tell us who is responsible
for the exodus of the Serbs and for the obliteration of their roots, as well as for the cloud of
reticence which is suspended over the entire region and which prevents both the domestic
and the foreign public from learning the truth about the fate of Srebrenica’s Serbs.

During the post-war period, countless organizations became involved with recon-
struction and refugee return. Many of them have refused to invest a single penny into the
return of Serbian refugees or the reconstruction of their dwellings. They rationalize their
policy by saying that there is no hard evidence of Serbian suffering. That shallow rationale
only encourages those whose goal is to expel even the handful of remaining Serbs. Proof
of that are the broken windows on the facade of a modest home that was rebuilt for a
Serbian family in the village of Jezero. It is located side by side with a splendid turnkey
housing complex constructed exclusively for Moslems by a British donor agency. The
burning question is clear: after all the horrors of the past, who still dares to cast stones at
Serbian homes, and is it really possible that Serbs are still not secure on the land of their
ancestors, the land where they have been living for centuries?

Up to the present, a bit over 500 Serbian homes have been rebuilt. That is an
insignificant figure by comparison to the number of homes that were reconstructed for the
other community. When account is taken of the fact that the majority of destroyed homes
in the villages surrounding Srebrenica belonged to Serbs, this disparity becomes even
more shocking. Reconstruction money for the region is to be measured in the millions of
dollars. Regrettably, Serbs have received no more than crumbs from the community
reconstruction cake set aside by Europe and the international community for the
revitalization of the Drina Valley region.

From the political perspective, it is understandable that for most Western
reconstruction agencies to become involved in the restoration of Serbian villages would
be to play with fire. Rebuilding upon the foundations of Serbian homes would be
tantamount to admitting that it was the Moslems who destroyed what used to be there.
That further suggests that they had committed brutal crimes and that they ought to be held
accountable for their wartime crimes alongside the other communities of Bosnia and
Herzegovina, instead of receiving a generous amnesty and being treated as the victims of
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that war. Unfortunately, there are some for whom the truth is unacceptable and who will,
therefore, firmly shut their eyes to the suffering of the Serbian people. Whose interest
dictates that Serbs must not be mentioned in the context of victims? Why is it that, in
disregard of obvious and dismaying facts, the burden of guilt for the ravages of war must
be borne exclusively by Serbs?

Whatever, but the future of Serbian villages and their inhabitants is uncertain. As
numerous photographs demonstrate, their condition shows no measurable improvement
in relation to the turbulent war years. Except for patience and hope, these people do not
have much else. As they themselves put it, what they find the most offensive is the fact that
not only during the war, but also in the period of peace that followed, they have not
received a fair hearing from anybody. They find it incomprehensible that anyone would
attempt to turn them into war criminals and that the international public knows next to
nothing about their plight.

Anyone who would bother to take a closer look at the photographs will immediately
grasp what misery those people have had to endure.

It is unfortunate that to this day not a single individual among those who were
burning and pillaging Serbian villages was made to face justice. In a few sporadic cases,
when that was attempted, punishment was successfully evaded. It seems that collective
guilt with which it is being attempted to burden one people does not leave much room even
for symbolic punishment of individual perpetrators from the ranks of the other. It
therefore remains a very acute question whether justice will ever make itself felt here.
Abandoned and left to their own devices, local Serbs have but slight prospects to right the
injustices which have been inflicted upon them. Their cries are not even capable of
reaching the other shore of the Drina River, let alone some more distant audience.

Their survival presents a great challenge for future generations. That is one of the
reasons this book was written: to wrest those obliterated villages from oblivion, to convey
the unjust suffering of their inhabitants to the world, and to tear down the walls of silence
by which they have been surrounded all these years and to which human injustice has
condemned them.

That, precisely, is our goal and the raison d’etre of our non-government organization.
To comprehensively, factually, and empirically confront the myths constructed during the
last decade and a half.
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LES VILLAGES SERBES AUTREFOIS ET MAINTENANT

Dr. Ljubi{a Simi}1

Plus de quinze ans se sont ecoules depuis l’attaque des villages serbes dans la Region
de Srebrenica, Bratunac et Skelani. L’image n’a pas beaucoup change depuis cet epoque et
si on devait donner une estimation generale, elle serait certainement tres mauvaise. Les
villages dans ces regions ont l’air plus deserts et plus macabres qu’au moment ou ils ont
ete pris d’assaut par les hordes dechainees, les habitants chasses de leurs foyers
centenaires.

Les questions sont aujourd’hui, parait-il, plus nombreuses qu’il y a quinze ans, et les
reponses ne sont toujours pas suffisantes. De nombreux evenements dans cette region ne
sont pas elucides ou ils sont restes dans l’ombre des evenements du juillet 1995. Et tous
cela aurait pu tomber dans les oubliettes grace a une guerre mediatique perseverante, si la
plupart des villages serbes n’etaient pas restes dans l’etat ou leurs voisins Bosniaques les
avaient laisses apres une suite d’attaques sauvages et sans motif durant les annees 1992 et
1993.

La premiere question qui s’impose concerne l’inertie des Serbes quand il s’agit de
parler des souffrances qu’ils ont endure. Ils justifient cette attitude par le fait qu’apres
1995 une guerre mediatique longue et minutieusement preparee a ete mene contre la
population serbe et qu’a cause d’une ambiance generale cree de maniere artificielle il n’y
avait pas d’ecoute pour leurs souffrance ni en Bosnie et Herzegovine ni ailleurs dans le
monde.

En faisant un tour des villages, on a l’impression de devastation et d’alienation. Dans
certains d’entre eux les aiguilles du montre de la vie se sont arretes. Vides, deserts et seul,
ils voient venir et passer des annees et temoignent de la souffrance humaine et de la
persecution d’un peuple innocent. Ces foyers servent maintenant d’abrit aux betes
sauvages et aux chiens errants. Dans ces villages, il n’y a plus d’enfants ou leur nombre est
insignifiant. Les ecoles sont detruites et personne ne se soucit de leur reconstruction car de
toute faüon les enfants ne sont plus la pour y aller. Dans certains endroits vous pouvez
tomber sur une eglise reconstruite, mais sa porte est en regle generale fermee, puisque les
habitants ne sont plus la et la diocese considere qu’il suffit de venir plusieurs fois par an a

l’occasion des fetes religieuses.
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L’un des premiers villages que nous avons visite est Podravanje. A une trentaine de
kilometres de Srebrenica, couvert de neige, il ne montre aucun signe de vie. Notre hote,
Milojka Bibi} nous raconte en detaille l’attaque de Podravnje a partir des villages
bosniaques voisins. De toute la famille Bibi}, qui etait tres nombreuse autrefois, elle est la
seule a avoir survecu l’assaut.

Ses parents et ses deux freres n’ont pas eu la meme chance. Elle a trouve l’un de ses
freres les extremites cassees et l’autre la tete coupee. Ce jour macabre, les Bosniaques ont
detruits le village entier, incendies les maisons, tue la betaille et chaque habitant qui est
reste pres de son foyer. Il faut egalement mentionner les tueries rituels dans ce village. Les
tetes coupees des Serbes ont ete enfoncees sur les piliers des clotures. Dans certains cas ils
s’agissaient des tetes des personnes ages de plus de 80 ans, ce qui parle suffisamment de la
monstruosite de ces actes et de ceux qui les ont commis.

La preuve que certains ne connaissent pas des limites est aussi le destin de Drago
Mitrovi} dont le cou a ete coupe quand il etait enfant pendant la deuxieme guerre
mondiale, mais il a miraculeusement survecu. Pendant cette guerre, les Bosniaques ont
fini ce qu’ils ont manque de faire a l’epoque. Pendant l’attaque sur Podravanje, les
Bosniaques ont trouve l’homme malheureux qui souffrait d’aphasie (l’impossibilite de
parler du au tranchage de gorge pendant la deuxieme guerre mondiale). Les petits- fils de
ceux qui ont tranche la gorge a l’homme malheureux ont ete plus precis car ils ont appris
les leüons directement de leurs peres et grands-peres dont les couteaux pendant la
Deuxieme guerre mondiale n’etaient pas moins tranchants.

Le village Bre`ani, plus proche de Srebrenica a subit l’attaque le 30 juin 1992. Les
traces de la violence sont toujours visibles sur les maisons. Au centre du village se situe un
petit cimetiere orthodoxe qui porte toujours des traces du vandalisme. Quand ils ont
envahit le village, les Bosniaques ont, apres avoir expulse les Serbes, dirige leur fureur
vers les pierres tombales en les pillant, en creusant les yeux sur les images des defunts.
Quelques habitants qui sont revenus au village ont trouve une tombe ouverte. Le village a
ete entierement devaste pendant l’attaque. Les ossements des enfants serbes ont attendu
presque neuf mois pour etre enterres car le village se trouvait sous occupation bosniaque
dans la periode du juin 1992 jusqu’au mars 1993. Pendant ce temps, les corps des habitants
serbes ont ete abandonnes aux animaux qui dispersaient les restes. Les traces de la
violence ont ete trouves sur certains corps. Aujourd’hui, il est plus que claire que certains
individus ne se contentaient pas de tuer les gens. Il faillait aussi qu’ils laissent leur marque
personnelle sur les corps sans vie. Aujourd’hui le village a 50 habitants et a l’epoque ils
etaient plus de 200. Parmi les victimes, il y avait des femmes, des enfants ainsi que des
personnes ages. La personne la plus jeune avait 15 ans et la plus age, 88 ans.

Le chemin nous mene plus loin jusqu’a Bukova Glava. A partir de la route principale
nous continuons a pied car il est impossible d’acceder au village en voiture a cause d’etat
de la route. Nous passons par la foret, qui entoure ce petit village tres pittoresque
completement isole du reste de la civilisation. La premiere question qui nous passe par
l’esprit est : qui avait pu ete tellement derange par cet endroit eloigne, insignifiant du point
de vue strategique et de tout autre point de vue pour vivre un tel destin ? Il n’y a pas
beaucoup a voir a part les ruines et une poignee de vieillards qui essayent de revitaliser ce
village sans succes car leur fin s’approche et il n’y a pas de jeunes pour les remplacer. A
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proximite se trouve le village Mala Turija et un peu plus loin Pribi}evac. Les deux villages
ont vecu le meme destin, car ils etaient entierement detruits.

Chacun qui connait la region de Srebrenica sait de quoi on parle des que le village
Zalazje est mentionne. Pendant la deuxieme guerre mondiale en 1943, les faschistes ont
tue plus de 90 habitants de ce village, pour la plupart des femmes et des enfants. Un
charnier et une plaque memoriale erige dans ce village en 1962 temoignent de ce crime.
Une demie siecle plus tard, le scenario a ete repete et les victimes ont ete encore une fois
les maisons et les habitants serbes. A proximite de Zalazje se trouvent le village Obadi et
plus loin le village Andri}i qui ne figure plus aujourd’hui sur la carte du monde. Meme si
l’endroit a ete efface de la carte, la vie fleurit ici dans une autre forme. Tous les ans les
pommiers persistent de donner des fruits en attendant le retour de leurs proprietaires. Les
pommes sont apparemment plus perseverants dans leurs efforts de maintenir une forme
quelconque de vie, que les hommes politiques locales ne l’etaient pendant toutes ces
annees. Il y a des pommes en abondance. Pour l’instant, elle representent la seule forme de
vie et sont les seuls temoins des terribles crimes. Il est impossible d’acceder au village car
le chemin n’existe plus. Seul les plus endurants qui reussissent a traverser la foret peuvent
arriver a Andri}i. Tout ce qu’ils pourraient voir la bas serait des restes des maisons
detruites couverts de mauvaise herbe et d’autres vegetations.

A l’autre bout de la municipalite de Srebrenica se trouve le village Krnji}i. Le
chemin jusqu’au village mene a travers le village bosniaque de Tokolja~i, entierement
renove et revitalise.

Krnji}i ont ete connu par un grand nombre de gens savants qui sont nes ici. Jusqu’au
1959 ce grand village avait le statut de municipalite. Au centre du village, se trouvent les
restes du centre culturel, qui a ete completement detruit et brule pendant l’attaque. Avec le
centre culturel, les Bosniaques ont aussi brule vif le maitre Vasa Para~a, ne en 1912 qui a
enseigne non seulement aux Serbes mais aussi aux Bosniaques et qui a, durant son sejour
long de plusieurs annees, dirige les membres des deux communautes ethniques dans la
bonne direction. A part le centre culturel et l’ecole tous les foyers serbes sont egalement
devenus des cibles des bandes dechaines. Il est donc clair qu’aucune maison n’a survecu
l’attaque du 5 juillet 1992. Aujourd’hui, plus personne ne vit a Krnji}i. Une partie de la
population qui a survecu l’attaque a trouve le refuge en Serbie, Hongrie, Russie et dans
d’autres endroits partout en Europe.

Il est difficile de parler de la region de Srebrenica sans mentionner le village Karno.
Au centre du village se situe le monastere du 19eme siecle destine au linceul de la Sainte
Vierge. Cet endroit a ete decrit par le prix Nobel Ivo Andri} qui a exprime un grand respect
envers les gens de cette region. Malheureusement, ce village ainsi que le village voisin
Medje est aujourd’hui desert. Les maisons serbes detruites ont l’air de s’avoir unifie avec
la nature. Dans quelques annees, il n’y aura plus de traces de vie ni de preuves que c’etait
autrefois une terre serbe.

Et au moment ou vous vous dites que les souffrances serbes ne pourraient pas etre
pires, vous etes surpris par le village de Ratkovi}i. Le village est entoure des villages
bosniaques completement renoves. D’un cote se trouvent Osma~e, Potkorijen, Dedi}i et
Poznanovi}i, et de l’autre cote Mo~evi}i. Tous les villages bosniaques cites sont plaines
de vie et de cries joyeux d’enfants. Avec l’asphalte, les routes repares, les ecoles
reconstruites, les maisons, toute l’infrastructure offre un endroit agreable a vivre. A la
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difference de ces villages, aucun moyen de transport ne mene jusqu’a Ratkovi}i. Pour
arriver au village vous devez marcher plusieurs kilometres par un chemin boueux. Le
village n’a meme pas d’electricite et on ne peut meme pas parler d’une infrastructure
quelconque.

Par consequent, nous avons entierement raison de dire qu’une attitude aussi cruelle
et brutale envers un peuple n’existe nulle part ailleurs.

Je ne connais pas d’endroit en Europe ou les deux mesures sont employes envers les
peuples vivant dans un petit espace geographique, si proche l’un de l’autre. Ou est toute
cette justice et cette egalite dont les diplomates etrangers n’arretent pas de nous parler ?

Cet exemple montre toute l’hypocrisie d’une bonne partie de l’Europe et des Etats
Unis car leurs organisations pour reconstruction et developpement de cette region n’ont
pas voulu donner un centime pour ce village ni pour les autres villages serbes. En parlant
simplement, ils se fichent completement des souffrances serbes. On a l’impression qu’ils
n’aiment pas ni quand les autres parlent de cela, car le courant diplomatique dans leurs
pays est dirige dans le sens inverse ou les Serbes ne sont absolument pas presents.

Enfin, apres plusieurs kilometres de marche, nous arrivons a Gornji Ratkovi}i. La
premiere chose qui saute aux yeux est la taille du village. Ratkovi}i avait avant la guerre le
statut de municipalite et etait un des plus grands villages de la region. Plusieurs cimetieres
a Donji Ratkovi}i en temoignent.

Il est inutile de dire que nous n’avons trouve aucun habitant. Le village est com-
pletement vide et desert. Pendant que vous marchez par le chemin boueux, vous pouvez
sentir le silence partout autour, dans l’absence d’un son quelconque et le brouillard qui
descend sur les restes des ruines. Cela fait que l’image est encore plus etrange. Dans le
village il y a une seule maison construite par les habitants, mais ils n’habitent pas dedans.
Ils ont trouve refuge de l’autre cote de la riviere Drina.

Le village a ete attaque le 21 juin 1992. En meme temps qu’ils pillaient le village, les
Bosniaques ont brule chaque maison qu’ils ont trouve et chaque habitant qui n’a pas reussi
a s’echapper ou qui a essaye de sauver son foyer. Certains sont restes car ils faisaient
confiances a leurs voisins Bosniaques. Cette confiance leur a coute la vie, et a donne une
leüon precieuse aux jeunes generations.

Sur le monument erige en hommage aux victimes de l’attaque, vous pouvez voir les
noms des personnes qui ont franchi la neuvieme decennie de leur vie. Meme s’ils etaient
vieux et epuises, ils ont ete la cible de la sauvagerie bosniaque. D’autres, comme la vieille
femme invalide Desanka Stanojevi}, ont ete brule vifs dans leurs maisons.

Deuxieme partie du destin tragique de ce village sont les maisons ou plutot leurs
fondations et ruines, car pendant l’attaque aucune maison n’a ete epargnee. Nous avons
enregistre avec notre camera plus de 50 maisons completement detruites. Certains sont
inaccessibles a cause d’une vegetation tres dense, d’autres n’existent plus car le temps les
a definitivement efface de cet espace.

Il faut souligner que Ratkovi}i avait plus de 300 habitants avant la guerre.
Aujourd’hui, il n’y a plus personne. Une partie d’habitants ont ete tues, l’autre partie a ete
expulsee, les maisons sont, comme on peut le constater sur les images, completement
detruites, le village est presque mort. C’est un chemin long et penible que ce village a
entame il y a 17 ans grace a ses voisins Bosniaques. Ce qui est encore plus etrange, le
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village est encore aujourd’hui sur le meme chemin, cette fois ci pas grace aux Bosniaques
mais a ceux qui ont ferme les yeux et tourne la tete devant cet horrible crime.

Bien evidemment, quand nous pensons aux crimes commis par les Bosniaques, nous
devons mentionner la communaute de Kravica qui inclut plusieurs petits villages. Toutes
ces villages ont subi le meme destin que Kravica : ils ont ete attaques pour Noel 1993.
L’attaque est partie de trois differentes directions, elle a ete bien organisee et preparee
pendant longtemps. Toute la region qui se situe au dessus du village de Kravica appartient
a un grand village Brana Ba~i}i avec plusieurs petits villages perches partout sur les cotes
de la montagne. Tous les petits villages (Donji Ba~i}i, Stuli}i, Velika Njiva, Ru{i}i) sont
completement detruits, les maisons brulees les habitants expulses.

La preuve que la monstruosite de ceux qui ont attaque le village ne connait pas de
limites, est aussi le monument datant de la Deuxieme guerre mondiale. Pendant l’assaut, la
plaque memoriale de Mileva Mladjenovi} que les Ustashi ont tue en lui tranchant la gorge
avec sa fille agee d’un an et sa belle mere. Meme si le monument ne se trouve pas a

proximite des maisons ni dans un endroit expose, les Bosniaques ne l’ont pas rate, ils ont
profane la photo de la defunte par une balle ou un objet contondant. J’ai peur que la
profanation des monuments est un faible reconfort pour les petits-fils de ceux qui ont
tranche la gorge d’un bebe d’un an. Pour certains dans cette guerre, c’etait une preuve plus
que suffisante pour affiler leurs couteaux qui ont devenu contondant apres presque une
moitie de siecle d’attente.

Les villages dans la region de Skelani n’ont pas eu plus de chance. Le nombre des
villages serbes pilles et detruits est enorme. Certains sont malheureusement devenu
completement inaccessibles car les routes sont couverts de vegetation et plus personne ne
vit la bas. Une fois, pendant que nous marchions vers Skelani, nous avons rencontre un
vieux cavalier. Le guide local nous a explique que c’etait le seul habitant d’un village
voisin qui se deplaüait de temps en temps a Skelani pour acheter les necessites pour la
maison. Nous n’avons pas reussi a arriver jusqu’a son village car le chemin est
impraticable et on peut etre passer uniquement en cheval. Un peu plus loin se trouve le
village de Bo`i}i. Est-ce a cause de son nom ou pour une autre raison, en tous cas le village
entier a ete detruit. Comme beaucoup d’autres villages, il a ete attaque sans que les
habitants se doutent de quoi que ce soit. Les Bosniaques ont attaque le village en pleine
periode de la recolte le 5 aout 1992. Ils ont tue une partie des habitants, brule les maisons et
emporte le ble.

Nous avons ete tres touche par un habitant de ce village qui nous a dit en nous
montrant les fondation de sa maison detruite, qu’elle a survecu la Premiere et la Deuxieme
guerre mondiale, mais elle n’a pas resiste a l’attaque de la part de leurs voisins
Bosniaques.

Il faut egalement mentionner les autres villages comme Klekovi}i, Pribojevi}i, Ara-
povi}i, Gaj, Jezero, Bradi}i et plein d’autres endroits ou les Serbes ont vecu et qui ont ete
transformes en brasier.

Les histoires sur les villages serbes sont innombrables. L’important est de souligner
que tous ces villages ont quelque chose en commun car ils ont ete tous systematiquement
detruits selon le meme schema.
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Le processus de leurs disparition n’est pas arrete jusqu’au jour d’aujourd’hui. On
pourrait meme dire que la plupart de villages ont l’air plus devastes qu’a l’epoque de la
guerre.

Aujourd’hui dans les maisons serbes a la place des enfants vous pouvez voir la
mauvaise herbe qui envahit metre par metre la terre serbe. Dans certains villages, des
maisons familiales il ne reste que des piles de brique. Les fondations sont dans la plupart
de cas couvert de haute vegetation qui les rend presque completement irreconnaissables
pendant les periodes printaniere et estivale.

Le nombre de questions est infini, le nombre de villages et de maisons detruits
encore plus grand. Concernant les reponses, il n’y en a pas suffisamment ou les conditions
necessaires pour leur revelation ne se sont pas reunis. Je crois que le temps donnera la
reponse sur la question : qui est coupable pour l’expulsion des Serbes, la destruction de
leurs racines ainsi que pour le nuage de silence qui a couvert toute cette region pendant les
annees et qui empeche l’opinion publique nationale et internationale de decouvrir la verite
sur le destin de la population serbe.

Durant les annees apres la guerre, de nombreuses organisations se sont occupes de la
question du retour de tous les peuples ainsi que de la reconstruction de leurs maisons.

De nombreuses organisations ont refuse d’investir un centime dans le retour des
Serbes, en justifiant une telle attitude par le manque de preuve des souffrances serbes.
Cela donne une force supplementaire a ceux qui sont bien decides d’expulser une petite
poignee de la population serbe qui reste sur place. Les preuves sont aussi les fenetres
casses sur la maison qui a ete construite pour une famille serbe dans le village de Jezero,
juste a cote d’un magnifique complexe de batiments construit pour les Bosniaques de la
part des organisations humanitaires d’Angletaire. La question qui se pose est claire : qui a
suffisamment de force pour jeter des pierres sur les maisons serbes apres toutes ces annees
sombres et est-il possible que les Serbes ne sont pas en securite sur la terre de leurs
ancetres ?

Jusqu’aujourd’hui un peu plus de 500 maisons serbes ont ete reconstruites. Ce
nombre est insignifiant par rapport au nombre de maisons qui ont ete reconstruites pour les
autres peuples. En supposant que le plus grand nombre des maisons appartenait au Serbes,
ce fait devient encore plus marquant. La quantite d’argent qui a ete reunie se compte en
millions de dollars. Malheureusement, les Serbes n’ont eu que des miettes de ce gateau
europeen et mondiale destine a la revitalisation et renovation de la region autour la riviere
Drina.

Dans cette perspective, il est claire que pour la plupart d’organisations occidentales,
reconstruire les villages serbes signifie jouer avec le feu. En effet, en reconstruisant des
fondations serbes, ils serait obliges de reconnaitre que ce sont les Bosniaque qui les ont
detruits, qu’ils ont commis les crimes les plus brutales et qu’ils doivent repondre pour tout
le mal qu’ils ont fait, donc d’endosser leur partie de responsabilite pour la guerre comme
les autres peuples en Bosnie et Herzegovine et qu’ils ne peuvent pas etre amnesties du
crime et presentes exclusivement comme les victimes de la guerre. Malheureusement,
certains considerent que cela serait inacceptable et pour cette raison ils ferment les yeux
devant les souffrances serbes. Qui a un interet de ne pas parler des serbes en tant que
victimes? Pourquoi, sans egard aux fait evidents et choquants, la charge de culpabilite
pour la folie de la guerre doit rester exclusivement sur le dos des Serbes ?
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Toutefois, l’avenir des villages serbes ainsi que celui de leurs habitants est incertain.
Comme de nombreuses photographies le montrent, il n’y a pas eu beaucoup de progres par
rapport a la periode de la guerre. A part la patience et l’espoir, ces gens n’ont pas
beaucoup. Comme ils le disent eux-memes, le plus insultant est le fait que personne n’a
jamais prete l’oreille pour leurs souffrances ni pendant ni apres la guerre, que quelqu’un
essaye de les faire passer pour des criminels de guerre, et que l’opinion publique mondiale
ne sait presque rien de leurs souffrances.

Celui qui regarde attentivement les images comprendra le martyr que ces gens ont
endure.

Malheureusement, aucun de ceux qui ont pille et brule les villages serbes n’a encore
ete amene devant la justice. Dans certains cas ponctuels, lorsque cela avait ete essaye, les
sanctions ont ete inadequates ou quasiment nulles. Il parait que la culpabilite collective
qu’on a essaye d’imputer a un seul peuple ne laisse pas beaucoup de place pour la punition
meme symbolique des coupables individuels de l’autre peuple. Pour cette raison la
question si la justice s’en melera un jour est tres serieuse. Abandonnes a leur destin, les
Serbes n’ont pas beaucoup d’occasion pour reparer l’injustice qui leur avait ete faite.
Leurs cris ne s’entendent meme plus de l’autre cote de la riviere Drina. Leur survie sur
leurs propres foyers est un grand defi pour les futures generations. Cette monographie a
donc pour objectif, de sauver de l’oubli leurs villages detruits, de transmettre au monde
leurs souffrances et leur martyr et de casser les murs de silence qui les ont entoures
pendant toutes ces annees et auquel ils ont ete condamnes par l’injustice humaine.

C’est justement le but de notre travail et la raison d’etre de notre organisation non
gouvernementale, de faire tomber les mythes imposes pendant les 15 dernieres annees de
faüon empirique et argumente par les faits.
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SERBSKIE DEREVNI V PRO[LOM I NASTOÈÆEM

D-r Läbi{a Simi~1

Pro{lo bolee pàtnadcati let s momenta napadenià na serbskie derevni v
raèone gorodov Srebrenica, Bratunac i Skelaná. S teh por kartina ne silâno
izmenilasâ i náne{nee polo`enie v celom da`e uhud{ilosâ. Derevni v åtom
raèone bolee zapuæennáe i stra{náe, ~em v to vremà, kogda ih `iteli pod na-
tiskom bezumnáh pol~iæ báli prognaná so svoih vekováh o~agov.

Ka`etsà, voprosov segodnà bolâ{e ~em 15 let nazad, a otvetov vozmo`no da`e
menâ{e. Mnogie sobátià, proizo{ed{ie v åtom raèone, do konca ne rassledovaná
ili ostalisâ v teni sobátiè iz iänà 1995 goda. I vse åto moglo bá bátâ razveàno
upornoè informacionnoè voènoè, esli b tolâko serbskie derevni v zna~itelânom
koli~estve ne ostalisâ v tom sostoànii, v kotorom ih bo{nàkskie sosedi ih
ostavili posle ràda, ni~em ne vázvannáh, zverskih napadeniè v 1992 i 1993 gg.

Srazu navàzávetsà vopros — a po~emu serbá tak bezrazli~no otnosàtsà k obæe-
stvennomu mneniä ob ih stradaniàh. Opravdávaätsà tem, ~to posle 1995 goda
velasâ dolgaà i obãemnaà voèna v SMI protiv serbskogo naselenià, i govoràt, ~to
vsledstvie vseobæeè, isskustvenno sozdanoè, atmosferá nikto ne interesovalsà
ih stradaniàmi ni v samoè Bosnii i Gercegovine, ni v mire.

V derevnàh ~eloveka nastigaet oæuæenie zabro{ennosti i ot~u`denià. V
nekotoráh iz nih vremà ostanovilosâ, strelki `izni ne dvi`utsà…. Pustáe i
odinokie, oni vstre~aät i provo`aät goda, rasskazávaà nam o ~elove~eskih stra-
daniàh i goneniàh odnogo nevinnogo naroda. O~agi teperâ doma dlà zvereè i
sobak-brodà`ek. V åtih kraàh deteè bolâ{e net ili estâ, no nezna~itelâno malo.
[kolá uni~to`ená i ih vosstanovlenie nikomu i v golovu ne prihodit — i tak
nekomu v nih u~itâsà. Koe-gde mo`no nabresti na kakuä-nibudâ vnovâ vozvedennuä
cerkovâ, no ih dveri, kak po pravilu, zapertá — `iteleè net i v åparhii s~itaät,
~to dostato~no otkrávatâ ih neskolâko raz v godu, po prazdnikam.

Odna iz perváh derevenâ, kotoráe má posetili — Podravanâe. V 30-i kilo-
metrah ot Srebrenicá, pod snegom, derevnà ne podaet znaki `izni. Na{a hozàèka,
Miloèka Bibi~, podrobno nam rasskazávaet o napadenii na Podravanâe, kotore
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sover{ili bo{nàki iz sosednih derevenâ. Iz kogda-to bolâ{oè semâi Bibi~eè, ona
edinstvennaà pere`ila napadenie.

Ee dvum bratâàm, otcu s materâä — ne udalosâ. Odnogo brata ona na{la s
perelomannámi kone~nostàmi, drugomu otrubili golovu. V tot u`asnáè denâ bo-
{nàki uni~to`ili vsä derevnä, so`gli doma, poubivali vesâ skot i ka`dogo
`itelà, kotoráè ostalsà doma. Obàzatelâno nado upomànutâ i ritualânáe ubièstva
v åtoè derevne. Otrublennáe serbskie golová nasa`ivali na zabornáe stolbiki. V
otdelânáh slu~aàh `ertvam bálo bolâ{e 80 let, ~to dostato~no govorit o ~udo-
viænosti prestupleniè i ih sover{itelàh. O tom, ~to dlà nekotoráh net pregrad
svidetelâstuet i sudâba Drago Mitrovi~a, kotoromu, budu~i rebenkom, vo vremà
Vtoroè Mirovoè Voèná, pererezali {eä, no on togda, blagodarà ~udesam, vá`il.
Bo{nàki propuæennoe naverstali na åtoè voène. Nes~astnogo ~eloveka, kotoráè
stradal afazieè (naru{eniem re~i vsledstvie pererazannoè {ei), bo{nàki v na-
padenii na Podravanâe na{li i zarezali. Vnuki teh, kto pererezal {eä
nes~astnomu ~eloveku na Vtoroè Mirovoè, okazalosâ, báli bolee umelámi, ibo
delu u~ilisâ ot otcov i dedov, ~âi no`i na Vtoroè Mirovoè báli takie `e ostráe.

^utâ bli`e Srebrenice, derevnà Bre`aná podverglasâ napadeniä 30 iänà
1992 goda. Do sih por na domah àsno zametná sledá nasilià. V centre derevni
raspolo`eno malenâkoe pravoslavnoe kladbiæe — na nem do sih por vidná sledá
vandalizma. Posle togo kak zavoevali derevnä i prognali serbov, bo{nàki svoè
pir prodol`ili na serbskih mogilah, razru{aà ih i vákováràà glaza na foto-
grafiàh umer{ih. Posle vozvraæenià neskolâkih `iteleè, obnaru`eno, ~to odna
mogila bála otkopana. V napadenii derevnà uni~to`ena polnostâä. Kosti serb-
skih deteè, rassápannáe po vseè derevne, `dali po~ti devàtâ mesàcev, ~tobá bátâ
opàtâ pohoronennámi, tak kak s iänà 1992 po mart 1993 goda derevnà nahodilasâ
pod bo{nàkskoè okkupacieè. Za åto vremà tela serbov báli ostavlená `ivotnám na
rasterzanie. Na nekotoráh telah obnaru`ená sledá nasilià. Segodnà ponàtno, ~to
nekotorám nedostato~no bálo prosto ubitâ ~eloveka — nado bálo na trupe osta-
vitâ svoè li~náè znak. Sredi `ertv, pomimo `enæin, báli i deti i stariki.
Samoè mlad{eè `ertve, ubitoè v tot denâ, bálo 15 let, a samoè star{eè — 88.

Doroga privela nas v d.Bukova Glava. Ot glavnoè dorogi idem pe{kom, tak kak
na ma{ine nevozmo`no ehatâ iz-za sostoànià dorogi. Doroga lesnaà, vedet ~erez
prekrasnuä prirodu k åtomu meste~ku, otrezannomu ot civilizacii. Navàzávaetsà
vopros — komu moglo me{atâ åto zabro{ennoe, strategi~eski i vo vseh drugih otno-
{eniàh neva`noe mesto, ~tobá zaslu`itâ takuä sudâbu? Zdesâ videtâ ne~ego, krome
ruin i neskolâkih starikov, kotoráe pátaätsà vozobnovitâ åto meste~ko, ka`etsà,
s maloveroàtnám uspehom — ih vek prihodit k koncu, a molodáh sil i vozvra-
æencev net. V neposredstvennoè blizosti åtogo mesta raspolo`ena i derevnà Mala
Turià, a ~utâ podalâ{e i Pribi~evac. Obe derevni nastigla odna i ta `e sudâba,
obe polnostâä uni~to`ená.

Kogda upominaetsà derevnà Zalazâe, vse, kto znaet raèon Srebrenicá, srazu
ponimaät o ~em re~â. Vo vremà Vtoroè Mirovoè, v 1943 godu, fa{istá ubili
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svá{e 90 `iteleè åtoè derevni, v osnovnom `enæin i deteè, o ~em svidetelâ-
stvuät mesto massovogo zahoronenià kosteè i memorialânaà doska iz 1962 goda.
Pol veka spustà, scenariè povtorilsà i snova postradali serbskie doma i serbskoe
naselenie. Nedaleko ot Zalazâà nahoditsà derevnà Obadá, a za neè i mesto pod
nazvaniem Andri~i, kotorogo bolâ{e net na karte mira. Pravda, nesmotrà na to, ~to
ego sterli, zdesâ `iznâ cvetet drugim sposobom. Ka`dáè god ogromnoe koli~estvo
àblo~náh derevâev uporno prinosàt plodá i `dut svoih vladelâcev. O~evidno,
àbloki bolee nastoè~ivá v `elanii podder`atâ kakuä-to formu `izni, ~em mest-
náe politiki za vse åti godá. Àblok tak mnogo, kak nigde, ka`etsà. Poka oni
edinstvennáè vid `izni i svidetelâ u`asnáh prestupleniè. Do derevni dobratâsà
o~enâ trudno, potomu ~to dorogi bolâ{e net. Tolâko samáe upornáe probivaätsà
~erez les do d.Andri~i, gde ~erez ostanki fundamentov razru{ennáh domov rastut
zarosli.

Na tom konce raèona Srebrenicá raspolo`ena derevanà Krni~i. Doroga k neè
vedet ~erez polnostâä vozobnovlennuä i o`ivlennuä bo{nàkskuä derevnuä To-
kolàcá.

Krni~i kogda-to slavilisâ mnogimi obrazovannámi lädâmi, uro`encami de-
revni. Do 1959 goda åto bolâ{oe mesto imelo status municipaliteta. V centre
derevni nahodàtsà ostanki doma kulâturá, kotoráè v napadenii bál sovsem
uni~to`en i so``en. Vmeste s domom kulâturá, bo{nàki so`gli `ivâem u~itelà
Vasu Para~u, ro`dennogo v 1912, kotoráè u~il ne tolâko serbov, no i bo{nàkov,
kotoráè mnogih ~lenov obeih åtni~eskih grupp pravilâno vospital. Pomimo doma
kulâturá i {kolá, bezumnáe banditá napali i na vse serbskie hozàèstva, i ni odin
dom ne pere`il napadenie ot 5 iälà 1992 g. Teperâ v Krni~ah nikto ne `ivet. Te,
kto izbe`ali smerti v napadenii, na{li ube`iæe v Serbii, Vengrii, Rossii i
drugih stranah Evropá.

Ne polu~aetsà govoritâ o raèone Srebrenicá, ne upomànuv derevnä Karno. V
centre derevni nahoditsà monastárâ iz 19 veka, posvàæennáè Pokrovu Bogo-
rodicá. Åtu derevnuä v svoih knigah opisávaet laureat Nobelevskoè premii, Ivo
Andri~, vára`aà po~tenie k lädàm iz åtih kraev. K so`aleniä, i åta, tak `e kak i
sosednàà serbskaà derevnà Med`e, segodnà pustuet. Razru{ennáe serbskie doma
po~ti sãedinilisâ s prirodoè. ^erez neskolâko let v åtoè derevne ne budet nikakih
sledov, kotoráe budut svidetelâstvovatâ o tom, ~to kogda-to zdesâ kto-to `il i ~to
åto serbskaà zemlà.

Kogda u`e ka`etsà, ~to serbskie stradanià i muki takie, ~to hu`e nekuda,
särpriz prihodit v vide derevni Ratkovi~i. Derevnà nahoditsà me`du polnostâä
vozobnovlennámi bo{nàkskimi derevenàmi. S odnoè storoná derevni Osma~e,
Potkorâen, Dedi~i i Poznanovi~i, a s drugoè Mo~evi~i. Vse bo{nàkskie derevni
polná `izni i razágrannáh deteè. Dorogi asfalâtnáe ili graviènáe, {kolá i
doma vozobnovlennáe — v celom, solidnáe dlà `izni mesta. V otli~ie ot åtih
derevenâ, do d.Ratkovi~i nevozmo`no doehatâ ni na kakom transporte. ^tobá
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doèti, nado hoditâ po slàkotnoè zemlànoè doroge neskolâko kilometrov. V neè net
da`e ålektri~estva, a o hotâ kakoè-nibudâ infrastrukture i govoritâ ne~ego.

Poåtomu, mo`no spravedlivo govoritâ o tom, ~to takogo surovogo i `estokogo
otno{enià k kakomu-to narodu bolâ{e net nigde.

Mne ne izvestno o tom, ~to gde-libo v Evrope primenàätsà takie raznáe
podhodá k narodam, `ivuæim na takom ne bolâ{om prostranstve i tak blizko drug
k drugu. Kuda is~ezli spravedlivostâ i ravnopravie, o kotoroè nam inostrannáe
diplomatá tak nastoè~ivo govoràt? Na åtom primere horo{o vidno licemerie kak
bolâ{oè ~asti Evropá, tak i Ameriki, potomu ~to ih organizacii po vozobno-
vleniä i razvitiä dannogo regiona, ne hoteli vlo`itâ ni odnogo centa v åtu i
mnogie drugie serbskie derevni. Prostám àzákom skazano, ne interesuät ih
serbskie stradanià. Skladávaetsà vpe~atlenie, ~to oni i govoritâ ob åtom ne
läbàt, tak kak poli~eskiè kurs ih stran napravlen v storonu, na kotoroè serbov net
i v pomine.

Nakonec, posle neskolâkih kilometrov hodâbá, má okazalisâ v d. Gorni
(verhnie, prim. per) Ratkovi~i. Srazu obraæaet na sebà vnimanie mas{tab derevni.
U derevni do voèná bál status mestnoè obæiná, odnoè iz krupneè{ih v raèone. Ob
åtom svidetelâstvuät i kladbiæa v d. Doni (ni`nie, prim. per) Ratkovi~i.

Ne znaä nado li pod~erkivatâ, ~to v åtoè derevne má ne vstretili ni odnogo
selànina. Derevnà sover{enno pusta. À {agaä po slàkotnoè zemle, ~uvstvuä
tolâko ti{inu posvädu vokrug, bez edinogo zvuka, i tuman, spuskaäæièsà na
ostanki domov. Kartina ot åtogo eæe bolee prizra~naà. Pravda, v derevne estâ odin
dom, postroennáè selànami, no oni v nem ne `ivut. Oni na{li ube`iæe na drugom
beregu reki Driná (v Serbii — prim. per).

Na derevnä napali 21 iänà 1992 g. Odnovremenno s grabe`ami, bo{nàki
s`igali vse doma i ubivali vseh, kto ne uspel sbe`atâ ili kto pátalsà sohranitâ
svoè dom. Kone~no, báli i te, kto doveràà svoim bo{nàkskim sosedàm, ostalisâ v
svoih domah. Åto doverie stoilo ih `izni, a sleduäæim pokoleniàm dalo o~enâ
cennáè urok.

Na pamàtnike `ertvam napadenià mo`no pro~itatâ imena lädeè, kotoráe
báli na devàtom desàtke `izni. Da`e takie staráe i istoæennáe, oni podpali pod
bo{nàkskoe zlo. Paralizovannuä babu{ku Desanku Stanoèevi~ `ivâem so`gli v
sobstvennom dome.

Krome togo, tragi~eskaà sudâba åtoè derevni otrazilasâ v ee domah, v ostankah
i fundamentah, tak kak ni odin dom ne poæadili. Na{oè kameroè má snàli bolee 50
polnostâä uni~to`ennáh serbskih domov. K nekotorám nevozmo`no bálo podoèti
iz-za zarosleè, a nekotoráh bolâ{e net, tak kak s te~eniem vremeni oni sover{enno
is~ezli s lica zemli.

Nado skazatâ, ~to do voèná v Ratkovi~ah bálo 300 `iteleè. Segodnà tam net
nikogo. ^astâ naselenià ubita, ~astâ vágnana, doma, kak mo`no videtâ na foto-
grafiàh, polnostâä uni~to`ená, derevnà po~ti ~to mertva. Åto dlinnaà doroga,
preispolnena stradaniè, na kotoruä derevnà vstupila 17 let nazad blagodarà bo-
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{nàkskim sosedàm. Stranno, no blagodarà ne bo{nàkam, a tem, kto zakrávaet glaza
na åto stra{noe prestuplenie, derevnà i segodnà na toè `e samoè doroge.

Kone~no, kogda re~â idet o massováh prestupleniàh, sover{iv{imisà bo{nà-
kami, neobhodimo obratitâ vnimanie na mestnuä obæinu Kravica, kotoraà
ohvatávet bolâ{oè raèon, s neskolâkimi selami i derevnàmi. U vseh åtih mest
sudâba bála takaà `e kak u d.Kravica, na vseh napali na Ro`destvo 1993 g. Na-
padenie sover{ili iz treh napravleniè — vidno bálo, ~to ego dolgo gotovili i
horo{o organizovali. Vesâ raèon za derevneè Kravica prinadle`it bolâ{omu selu
Brana Ba~i~i s neskolâkimi derevu{kami, razbrosannámi po sklonam. Vse oni
(Doni Ba~i~i, [tuli~i, Velika Niva, Rusi~i) polnostâä uni~to`ená, doma
so``ená, naselenie v osnovnom vágnano.

O tom, ~to ~udoviænostâ teh, kto sover{il napadenie, ne imeet granic, svi-
detelâstvuet i pamàtnik `ertvam iz Vtoroè Mirovoè voèná. V napadenii ne
zabáli ni nadgrobnáè pamàtnik Milevá Mlad`enovi~, kotoruä v 1944 g. usta{i
(horvatskie fa{istá vo vremena Vtoroè Mirovoè voèná — prim. per) zarezali
vmeste s godovaloè do~koè i svekrovâä. Hotà pamàtnik ne nahoditsà ni vblizi
domov, ni na kakom-nibudâ zametnom meste, bo{nàki i ego ne propustili. Puleè
ili kakim-to tupám predmetom na pamàtnike oskvernili kartinu pogib{eè. Boäsâ,
~to oskvernenie pamàtnika ne uspokoilo vnukov teh, kto pererezal {eä godovalomu
rebenku, tolâko potomu ~to on bál serbom. Dlà nekotoráh i na posledneè voène åto
bálo dostato~nám povodom, ~tobá zaostritâ no`i, ottupev{ie ot pol-vekovogo
o`idanià.

Ni~utâ lu~{e ne pro{li ni derevni v raèone Skelaná. Razru{ennáh i
uni~to`ennáh serbskih derevenâ o~enâ mnogo. K nekotorám, k so`aleniä,
nevozmo`no podoèti, tak kak dorogi zarosli, a estâ i derevni, v kotoráh bolâ{e
nikto ne `ivet. Odna`dá, kogda má ezdili v Skelaná, má vstretili po`ilogo
mu`~inu na lo{adi. Mestnáè gid obãàsnil nam, ~to åto edinstvennáè `itelâ
derevni, raspolo`ennoè nepodaleku, kotoráè vremà ot vremeni edet v Skelaná za
produktami. Do ego derevni má ne do{li, tak kak k neè mo`no proèti tolâko na
lo{adi. ^utâ dalâ{e nahoditsà derevnà Bo`i~i. To li iz-za nazvanià (Bo`i~ —

Ro`destvo na serbskom, prim. per), to li po eæe kakoè-to pri~ine, no derevnà
celikom uni~to`ena. Kak i vo mnogih derevnàh, na nih napali kogda selàne ni o ~em
ne dogadávalisâ. V razgare sbora uro`aà, 5 avgusta 1992 g, bo{nàki napali na
derevnu, ~astâ naselenià ubili, doma so`gli, a p{enicu uvezli.

Neizgladimoe vpe~atlenie ostavil `itelâ derevni, kotoráè, pokazávaà na
fundament razru{ennogo doma, rasskazával o tom, ~to åtot dom pere`il i Pervuä
i Vtoruä Mirováe voèná, no napadenie bo{nàkskih sosedeè — ne smog.

Ne nado zabátâ i drugie derevni, takie kak Klekovi~i, Priboevi~i, Ara-
povi~i, Gaè, Èezero, Bradi~i i ràd drugih mest, gde `ili serbá, a kotoráe
prevraæená v pepel.
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Rasskazov o serbskih derevnàh bezkone~no mnogo. Odnako, samoe va`noe to, ~to
vse oni imeät odin obæiè moment, tak kak vseh po odnomu i tomu `e, ustoè~ivomu
obrazcu, sistemati~eski uni~to`ali.

Process vámiranià åtih derevenâ ni do sih por ne ostanovlen. Åto pozvolàet
nam utver`datâ, ~to zna~itelânoe koli~estvo derevenâ váglàdit segodnà namnogo
hu`e, ~em vo vremà voèná.

Segodnà na serbskih fundamentah, vmesto deteè, mo`no videtâ zarosli,
kotoráe zavoevávaät {ag za {agom serbskuä zemlä. V nekotoráh mestah ot
semeènáh domov ostalasâ tolâko ku~a kirpi~a i musora. Fundamentá domov v
bolâ{instve slu~aev pokrátá rasteniem, i poåtomu vesnoè i letom neuznavaemá.

Voprosov beskone~no mnogo, razru{ennáh derevenâ i domov eæe bolâ{e.
Tolâko otvetov, ka`etsà, net sli{kom mnogo, ili poka net usloviè dlà ih poiska. À
verä, ~to buduæee prineset i otvetá kto vinovat za massováè uhod serbov i
uni~to`enie ih korneè, a tak`e za mol~anie, kotoroe vse åti godá nakrávaet
region i ne pozvolàet obæestvennosti v strane i zarube`om uznatâ pravdu o sudâbe
serbskogo naselenià.

V poslevoennáe godá ogromnoe koli~estvo organizaciè zanimalosâ vozvraæe-
niem vseh narodov i vozobnovleniem ih domov. Mnogie iz nih otkazalisâ vlo`itâ
da`e odni cent v vozvraæenie serbov, opravdávaàsâ nedostato~námi dokazatelâ-
stvami serbskih stradaniè. Åto tolâko okrálàet teh, kto ho~et vágnatâ i teh
redkih ostav{ihsà serbov. Svidetelâstvo tomu i razbitáe okna doma v derevne
Èezero, kotoraà dlà serbskoè semâi postroena ràdom s bolâ{im kompleksom,
postoroennám dlà bo{nàkov na denâgi gumanitarnáh organizaciè iz Anglii. U
kogo posle vseh åtih stra{niáh let estâ silá, ~tobá brosatâsà kamnàmi na
serbskie doma i mo`et li bátâ takoe, ~to serbá opàtâ ne uverená v svoeè
bezopasnosti na zemle svoih predkov, na zemle, na kotoroè `ili vekami?

Do náne{nego vremeni vozobnovleno ~utâ bolâ{e 500 serbskih domov. Åto
nezna~itelâno malo po sravneniä s ~islom domov, kotoráe vozobnovili dlà drugih
narodov. Tem bolee, ~to predpolagaetsà, ~to bolâ{instvo uni~to`enáh domov pri-
nadle`ali serbam. Koli~estvo sliv{ihsà deneg izmeràetsà milionnami dollarov.
K so`aleniä, serbá polu~ili kro{ki ot bogatogo evropeèskogo i mirovogo piroga,
kotoráè dol`en bál vosstanovitâ region vdolâ reki Driná.

S åtoè to~ki zrenià àsno, ~to vosstanavlivatâ serbskie derevni dlà bolâ-
{instva zapadnáh organizaciè ozna~aet igru s ognem. Na samom dele, vossta-
navlivaniem serbskih domov oni bá priznali, ~to oni uni~to`ená bo{nàkami,
kotoráe sover{ili samáe zverskie prestuplenià i ~to im nado otve~atâ za svoi
prestuplenià, to estâ, ~to oni nesut otvetstvennostâ za voènu, tak `e kak i drugie
narodá v Bosnii i Gercegovine i ~to ne mogut bátâ amnistirovaná i predstavlená
isklä~itelâno kak `ertvá. K so`aleniä, dlà nekotoráh åto po ràdu pri~in
nepriemlemo i poåtomu zakrávaät glaza na serbskie stradanià. Kogo ustraivaet
mol~anie o serbskih `ertvah? Po~emu, nesmotrà na o~evidnáe i pora`aäæie
faktá, gruz viná za voennuä stihiä dol`en ostatâsà isklä~itelâno na serbah?
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V läbom slu~ae, buduæee serbskih derevenâ i ih `iteleè neizvestna. Kak
pokazávaät mnogo~islennáe fotografii, progressa po sravneniä s voènoè net.
Åtim lädàm ne ostalosâ ni~ego, krome kak terpetâ i nadeàtâsà. Kak sami govoràt,
bolâ{e vsego ih obi`aet to, ~to i v te~enie voèná i posle nee, nikto ne ponimaet
ih stradaniè, ~to iz nih pátaätsà sdelatâ voennáh prestupnikov, ~to ob ih
stradaniàh mirovaà obæestvennostâ po~ti ni~ego ne znaet.

Esli tolâko ~utâ polu~{e posmotretâ na åti fotografii, vá poèmete ~erez
kakie ispátanià pro{li åti lädi.

K so`aleniä, eæe nikto iz teh, kto uni~to`ali i s`igali serbskie derevni ne
otve~al pered sudom. V nekotoráh bessistemnáh slu~aàh, kogda báli takie popá-
tki, adekvatnáh nakazaniè ili, lu~{e skazatâ, hotâ kakih-to sankciè ne posle-
dovalo. Ka`etsà, ~to kollektivnaà vina, kotoruä pátaätsà navàzatâ odnomu
narodu, ne ostavlàet mnogo vozmo`nosteè da`e dlà simvoli~eskogo nakazanià
otdelânáh prestupnikov iz drugogo naroda. Poåtomu, zdesâ vme{atelâstvo pravdá
pod serâeznám voprosom. U serbov, predostavlennáh samim sebe, net mnogo {ansov
ispravitâ nanesennuä im bedu. Ih vopli ne slá{at da`e na tom beregu reki Driná
(v Serbii — prim. per), ne govorà u`e o ~em-to eæe. Ih vá`ivanie na sobstvennáh
o~agah predstavlàet bolâ{oè vázov dlà buduæih pokoleniè. Poåtomu, celâ dannoè
monografii zaklä~aetsà v tom, ~tobá ih uni~to`ennáe derevni spasti ot zabátià,
peredatâ miru ob ih stradaniàh, i razru{itâ te gluhie stená mol~anià, kotoráe ih
okru`aät vse åti godá i na kotoráe oni nespravedlivo osu`dená.

Imenno åto i predstavlàet celâ na{eè rabotá i suæestvovanià na{eè nepra-
vitelâstvennoè organizacii — vseoblemläæe, argumentirovano, åmpiri~eski raz-
ru{itâ mifá, navàzannáe za poslednie 15 let.
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SRPSKA SELA NEKAD I SAD

dr Qubi{a Simi}1

Pro{lo je vi{e od 15 godina od napada na srpska sela u regionu Srebrenice,
Bratunca i Skelana. Od tada slika se nije previ{e promenila i ako bi morali da
damo neku generalnu ocenu, ona bi svakako bila lo{ija. Sela u ovom kraju izgledaju
zapu{tenije i sablasnije nego u trenutku kada su pod naletom razularenih hordi
wihovi me{tani bili proterani sa svojih vekovnih ogwi{ta.

Pitawa je danas, ~ini se, vi{e nego pre petnaest godina, a odgovora mo`da jo{
mawe. Mnoga de{avawa iz tog kraja nisu rasvetqena, ili su ostala u senci de-
{avawa u julu 1995. godine. I sve bi to moglo biti raspr{eno jednim upornim
medijskim ratom, da srpska sela nisu u zna~ajnom procentu ostala onakva kakvim su
ih wihove kom{ije Bo{waci ostavili nakon niza ni~im isprovociranih i
besomu~nih napada tokom 1992. i 1993. godine.

Prvo pitawe koje se name}e, jeste inertnost Srba da govore o svojim stra-
dawima i uka`u na patwe kroz koje su pro{li. Oni to pravdaju ~iwenicom da se
posle 1995. godine vodio dugotrajan i opse`an medijski rat protiv srpskog `ivqa,
te da zbog sveop{te ve{ta~ki napravqene atmosfere nije postojalo sluha za wihove
patwe kako u samoj BiH tako i {irom sveta.

Obilaze}i sela, ~ovek sti~e utisak napu{tenosti i otu|enosti. U nekima od
wih vreme jo{ stoji, kazaqke `ivota nisu se jo{ pokrenule. Prazna, pusta i
usamqena do~ekuju i ispra}aju godine i kao takva govore o qudskoj patwi i progonu
jednog nedu`nog naroda. Ta ogwi{ta su sada dom divqim `ivotiwama i psima
lutalicama. U tim mestima vi{e nema dece ili je wihov broj zanemarqiv. [kole su
uni{tene i za wihovu obnovu niko ne daje ni pet para jer ionako nema ko da ih
poha|a. Ponegde mo`ete nabasati na neku obnovqenu crkvu, ali wena vrata su kao po
pravilu zakqu~ana, jer stanovni{tva nema pa eparhija nalazi da je dovoqno tek
nekoliko puta godi{we da otvori vrata crkve kada su neki praznici.

Jedno od prvih sela koje smo obi{li je Podravawe. Udaqeno 30-ak kilometara
od Srebrenice i prekriveno snegom, ne pokazuje nikakve oblike `ivota. Na{

50

1 Nau~ni saradnik, Istorijski projekat Srebrenica.



doma}in Milojka Bibi} podrobno nam govori o napadu na Podravawe iz susednih
bo{wa~kih sela. Od nekada velike porodice Bibi} ona je jedina pre`ivela napad.

Wena dva brata, otac i majka nisu bili te sre}e. Jednog brata je prona{la sa
izlomqenim ekstremitetima dok je drugom glava bila odse~ena. Bo{waci su tog
zloslutnog dana uni{tili celo selo, popalili ku}e, pobili stoku i svakog `iteqa
koji je ostao na svom ogwi{tu. Svakako treba pomenuti i ritualna ubistva u ovom
selu. Odse~ene srpske glave nabijane su na stubove ograde. U pojedinim slu~ajevima
osobe kojima je glava odse~ena imale su preko 80 godina, {to dovoqno govori o mon-
struoznosti ovog dela i o wegovim izvr{iteqima. Da za pojedince ne postoje
granice svedo~i i sudbina Drage Mitrovi}, kome je kao detetu prerezan vrat tokom
Drugog svetskog rata, ali je on tada na ~udesan na~in pre`iveo. Ono {to su
propustili tada, Bo{waci su u~inili u ovom ratu. Nesre}nog ~oveka koji je imao
afaziju (nemogu}nost govora kao posledica presecawa vrata tokom Drugog svetskog
rata) Bo{waci su tokom napada na Podravawe prona{li u selu i zaklali. Unuci
onih koji su prerezali vrat nesre}nom ~oveku tokom Drugog svetskog rata, ispo-
stavi}e se, bili su ne{to ume{niji u obavqawu posla jer su lekcije u~ili li~no od
o~eva i dedova ~iji no`evi za vreme Drugog svetskog rata nisu bili ni{ta mawe
o{tri.

Ne{to bli`e Srebrenici, selo Bre`ani pretrpelo je napad 30. juna 1992.
godine. I danas se na ku}ama jasno mogu videti tragovi nasiqa. U centru sela
nalazi se malo pravoslavno grobqe koje jo{ uvek nosi tragove vandalizma. Kada su
zauzeli selo, Bo{waci su nakon proterivawa Srba svoj pir usmerili na srpske
nadgrobne spomenike, ru{e}i ih i kopaju}i o~i na slikama sa nadgrobnih plo~a.
Jedan grob je nakon povratka nekolicine me{tana prona|en otkopan. Selo je tokom
napada devastirano u potpunosti. Kosti srpske dece razasute po celom selu ~ekale
su skoro devet meseci da budu sahrawene jer se u periodu od juna 1992. do marta
1993. godine selo nalazilo pod bo{wa~kom okupacijom. Za to vreme tela srpskog
`ivqa bila su prepu{tena `ivotiwama da raznose wihove ostatke. Na nekim
telima prona|eni su tragovi nasiqa. Danas je vi{e nego jasno da pojedincima nije
bilo dovoqno da ubiju ~oveka, trebalo je na mrtvom telu ostaviti i svoj li~ni
pe~at. Danas selo broji jedva 50 `iteqa, a nekad ih je bilo vi{e od 200. Me|u
`rtvama, pored `ena na{la su se deca kao i starije osobe. Najmla|a osoba ubijena
tog dana imala je 15, a najstarija 88 godina.

Put nas daqe vodi do Bukove Glave. Og glavnog puta idemo pe{ke jer je pristup
automobilom zbog stawa u kome se put nalazi nemogu}. Put uglavnom vodi kroz
{umu i vrlo lep krajolik u ~ijem centru je sme{teno ovo malo mesto potpuno
odvojeno od ostatka civilizacije. Prvi utisak koji se name}e je pitawe: kome je
moglo smetati ovako zaba~eno, strate{ki i u bilo kom drugom pogledu bezna~ajno
mesto da bi do`ivelo takvu sudbinu? Nema mnogo toga da se vidi ovde osim
ru{evina i {a~ice staraca koji poku{avaju da ovo mesto revitalizuju sa, ~ini se,
slabim izgledima za uspeh jer su na izmaku `ivotnog veka, a mladih snaga i
povratnika nema. U neposrednoj blizini ovog mesta je i selo Mala Turija a ne{to
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daqe i Pribi}evac. Oba sela su do`ivela istu sudbinu jer su u potpunosti
uni{tena.

Svako ko poznaje srebreni~ki kraj kada se pomene selo Zalazje zna o ~emu go-
vorimo. Tokom drugog svetskog rata 1943. godine fa{isti su ubili vi{e od 90
`iteqa ovog sela, uglavnom dece i `ena, o ~emu svedo~i kosturnica i spomen plo~a
podignuta u ovom selu 1962. godine. Pola veka kasnije scenario je ponovqen i opet
su stradale srpske ku}e i srpski `ivaq. Nedaleko od Zalazja je selo Obadi a zatim i
mesto pod nazivom Andri}i, koje vi{e ne postoji na mapi sveta. Istina, iako je
izbrisano sa mape, ovde `ivot cveta u jednom drugom obliku. Svake godine gomile
stabala jabuka uporno ra|aju i ~ekaju svoje vlasnike. O~igledno su jabuke upornije
i istrajnije u nastojawu da odr`e neki oblik `ivota, nego {to su to bili lokalni
politi~ari sve ove godine. Jabuka ima na pretek, ~ini se kao nigde drugde. Za sada
one su jedini vid `ivota i svedok stra{nih zlo~ina. Do sela nije mogu}e do}i jer
put vi{e ne postoji. Tek oni uporni moraju da se probiju kroz {umu da bi stigli do
Andri}a, a u Andri}ima videli bi ostake temeqa poru{enih ku}a kroz koje pro-
rasta korov, kao i mno{tvo drugog drvenastog rastiwa.

Na drugom kraju srebreni~ke op{tine nalazi se selo Krwi}i. Put do sela vodi
kroz potpuno obnovqeno i revitalizovano bo{wa~ko selo Tokoqaci.

Krwi}i su bili poznati po velikom broju u~enih qudi koji su ro|eni ovde. Do
1959. godine ovo veliko mesto imalo je status op{tine. U centru sela nalaze se i
ostaci doma kulture, koji je za vreme napada potpuno uni{ten i spaqen. Zajedno sa
domom kulture Bo{waci su spalili `ivog u~iteqa Vasu Para~u, ro|enog 1912.
godine, koji je, kako ka`u, bio u~iteq ne samo Srbima, nego i Bo{wacima, i koji je
tokom svog vi{egodi{weg boravka mnoge pripadnike obe etni~ke zajednice usme-
rio na pravu stranu. Pored doma kulture i {kole na udaru razularenih bandi na{la
su se sva srpska doma}instva, pa je stoga jasno da nijedna ku}a nije pre`ivela napad
5. jula 1992. godine. Danas niko ne `ivi u Krwi}ima. Deo stanovni{tva koji je
pre`iveo napad na{ao je uto~i{te u Srbiji, Ma|arskoj, Rusiji i drugim mestima
{irom Evrope.

Te{ko je pri~ati o srebreni~kom kraju a ne pomenuti selo Karno. U centru
sela nalazi se manastir iz devetnaestog veka posve}en Pokrovu presvete Bogo-
rodice. Isto ovo mesto pomiwe i opisuje nobelovac Ivo Andri} izra`avaju}i
po{tovawe prema qudima ovog kraja. Na `alost i ovo, kao i susedno srpsko selo
Me|e, danas je prazno. Okolne poru{ene srpske ku}e skoro da su se potpuno
sjedinile sa prirodom. Kroz nekoliko godina u ovom selu ne}e biti tragova koji bi
ukazivali da je ovde neko `iveo i da je ovo srpska zemqa.

I kada mislite da srpske patwe i stradawa ne mogu biti gora , do`ivite
iznena|ewe u vidu sela Ratkovi}i. Selo je sme{teno izme|u potpuno obnovqenih
Bo{wa~kih sela. Sa jedne strane su Osma~e, Potkorijen, Dedi}i i Poznanovi}i, a
sa druge Mo}evi}i. Sva navedena bo{wa~ka sela vrve od `ivota i razdragane dece.
Uz asvalt ili popravqeni makadamski put, obnovwene {kole, ku}e i cela infra-
struktura nude solidno mesto za `ivot. Za razliku od ovih sela, do Ratkovi}a nije
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mogu}e do}i nikakvim prevoznim sredstvom. Da biste stigli do sela, morate
pe{a~iti blatwavim putem nekoliko kilometara. Selo ~ak nema ni struju, a o
nekakvoj infrastrkturi izli{no je govoriti.

Stoga sa pravom mo`emo re}i da ovakav surov i okrutan odnos prema jednom
narodu ne postoji nigde drugde.

Nije mi poznato da se bilo gde u Evropi sprovode takvi dvostuki ar{ini
prema narodima koji `ive na ne tako velikom prostoru i vrlo blizu jedni drugih.
Gde se izgubila sva ta pravi~nost i ravnopravnost o kojoj nam strane diplomate
uporno govore? Na ovom primeru se vidi sve licemerje kako dobrog dela Evrope
tako i Amerike, jer wihove organizacije za obnovu i razvoj ovog regiona u ovo selo,
kao i u mnoga druga srpska sela, nisu htele da ulo`e ni cent. Prostim jezikom
re~eno, wih ne zanimaju srpska stradawa. Sti~e se utisak da nisu radi ni kada
drugi pri~aju o tome, jer politi~ki kurs u wihovim zemqama usmeren je na drugu
stranu na kojoj jasno, ~ak ni na vidiku, Srba nema.

Kona~no, nakon nekoliko kilometara pe{a~ewa, obreli smo se u Gorwim Rat-
kovi}ima. Prva stvar koju mo`ete zapaziti jeste veli~ina sela. Ratkovi}i su imali
status mesne zajednice pre rata i bilo je jedno od najve}ih sela u regionu. U prilog
tome govori i nekoliko grobaqa u Dowim Ratkovi}ima.

Ne znam da li treba nagla{avati da u ovom selu nismo prona{li ni jednog
me{tana. Selo je potpuno pusto i prazno. Dok kora~ate blatwavim putem, ose}ate
ti{inu svuda okolo, uz odsustvo bilo kakvog zvuka, i maglu koja se spu{ta na
ostatke ru{evina. To sliku ~ini jo{ neobi~nijom. Istina, u selu postoji jedna
ku}a koju su sagradili me{tani, ali oni tu ne `ive. Uto~i{te su na{li na drugoj
obali Drine.

Selo je napadnuto 21. juna 1992. god. Istovremeno dok su harali i pqa~kali
selo Bo{waci su palili svaku ku}u do koje su stigli i ubijali su svakog me{tanina
koji nije uspeo da pobegne ili koji je poku{ao da sa~uva svoje ogwi{te. Svakako je
bilo i onih koji su verovali svojim kom{ijama Bo{wacima, te su iz tih razloga
ostali u svojim ku}ama. To poverewe ih je ko{talo `ivota, a mladim nara{tajima
dalo vrlo vrednu lekciju.

Na spomeniku podignutom `rtvama napada mo`ete videti i imena osoba koje
su zakora~ile u devetu deceniju `ivota. ^ak i tako stari i iscrpqeni bili su na
meti bo{wa~kog zuluma. Drugi su, poput nepokretne bake Desanke Stanojevi},
`ivi spaqeni na svom ogwi{tu.

Drugi deo tragi~ne sudbine ovog sela su ku}e, ili boqe re}i wihovi ostaci i
temeqi, jer tokom napada nijedna ku}a nije po{te|ena. Na{om kamerom zabele`ili
smo vi{e od 50 potpuno uni{tenih srpskih ku}a. Do nekih nismo mogli do}i od
gustog rastiwa, druge pak vi{e ne postoje jer ih je zub vremena zauvek uklonio i
izbrisao sa ovog prostora.

Treba ista}i da su Ratkovi}i pre rata imali vi{e od 300 me{tana . Danas tamo
nema nikog. Jedan deo me{tana je pobijen, drugi deo proteran, ku}e su, kao {to se
mo`e videti na slikama, potpuno uni{tene, selo je bezmalo mrtvo. To je dug i
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mukotrpan put kojim je ovo selo krenulo pre 17 godina zahvaquju}i kom{ijama
Bo{wacima. [to je mo`da jo{ ~udnije, selo je i danas na istom kursu, istina ne
zahvaquju}i Bo{wacima, ali svakako zahvaquju}i onima koji su zatvorili o~i i
okrenuli glavu pred ovim gnusnim zlo~inom.

Svakako, kada mislimo na zlo~ine po~iwene od strane Bo{waka, neizostavno
se mora pomeniti mesna zajednica Kravica, koja obuhvata veliki region ukqu-
~uju}i nekoliko sela i zaselaka. Sva ta mesta pretrpela su istu sudbinu kao i
Kravica; napadnuta su na Bo`i} 1993. godine. Napad je izveden iz tri pravca, bio je
dobro organizovan i podu`e pripreman. Ceo region koji se nalazi iznad sela
Kravica pripada jednom velikom selu Brana Ba~i}i sa nekoliko zaselaka raz-
bacanih po padinama. Svi zaselci (Dowi Ba~i}i, [tuli}i, Velika Wiva, Rusi}i)
potpuno su uni{teni, ku}e spaqene , stanovni{tvo u velikoj meri proterano.

Da monstruoznost onih koji su napali selo ne poznaje granice govori spo-
menik iz Drugog svetskog rata. Tokom napada oskrnavqena je spomen plo~a Mileve
Mla|enovi}, koja je 1944. godine zajedno sa jednogodi{wom k}erkom i svekrvom
zaklana od strane usta{a. Iako se spomenik ne nalazi u blizini ku}a ili na
uo~qivom mestu Bo{waci ga nisu zaobi{li, ve} su metkom ili nekim tupim
predmetom na spomeniku oskrnavili sliku pokojnice. Pla{im se da je skrnavqewe
spomenika bilo mala uteha za unuke onih koji su prerezali vrat jednogodi{wem
detetu, o~igledno samo zato {to je srpsko. Nekima je i u ovom ratu to bio vi{e nego
dovoqan razlog da nao{tre no`eve koji su otupili od skoro pola veka ~ekawa.

Ni{ta boqe nisu pro{la ni sela u regionu Skelana. Niz poru{enih i uni-
{tenih srpskih sela je veliki. Do nekih na `alost vi{e nije mogu}e do}i jer su
putevi obrasli gustim rastiwem, a ima i sela gde vi{e ne `ivi niko. Jednom
prilikom, dok smo se kretali ka Skelanima, sreli smo starijeg ~oveka na kowu.
Kako nam je objasnio lokalni vodi~, re~ je o jedinom stanovniku obli`weg sela koji
ide povremeno do Skelana kako bi kupio elementarne `ivotne namernice. Do
wegovog sela nismo uspeli da do|emo jer je put neprohodan i mo`e se sti}i jedino
na kowu. Ne{to daqe nalazi se selo Bo`i}i. Da li zbog naziva ili iz nekog drugog
razloga, tek celo selo je potpuno uni{teno. Kao i mnoga druga sela, napadnuto je a
da me{tani nisu ni{ta slutili. U jeku `etve p{enice 5. avgusta 1992. godine
Bo{waci su napali selo, deo stanovni{tva pobili, ku}e popalili a `ito odneli.

Poseban utisak je ostavio jedan `iteq ovog sela koji pokazuju}i na temeqe
poru{ene ku}e ka`e kako je ista pre`ivela Prvi i Drugi svetski rat, ali napad
kom{ija Bo{waka nije uspela da prebrodi.

Treba pomenuti i druga sela kao {to su Klekovi}i, Pribojevi}i, Arapovi}i,
Gaj, Jezero, Bradi}i i niz drugih mesta u kojima su `iveli Srbi a koja su pretvorena
u zgari{ta.

Pri~a o srpskim selima ima bezbroj. Najva`nije od svega, sva sela imaju jednu
zajedni~ku notu jer su skoro po istom, ustaqenom obrazcu bila sistematski uni-
{tavana.
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Proces wihovog odumirawa nije zaustavqen ni do danas. To nam daje za pravo
da ka`emo da zna~ajan broj sela danas izgleda dosta lo{ije nego u godinama rata.

Danas na srpskim temeqima umesto dece mo`ete videti korov koji osvaja
metar po metar srpske zemqe. U nekim mestima od porodi~nih ku}a ostala je samo
gomila cigle i kr{a. Temeqi su u ve}ini slu~ajeva prekriveni visokim rastiwem
te su stoga u proletwim i letwim mesecima skoro potpuno neprepoznatqivi.

Pitawa je bezbroj, poru{enih sela i ku}a jo{ vi{e. Jedino, ~ini se, nema
previ{e odgovora ili se nisu stekli svi uslovi da bi se do wih do{lo. Verujem da
}e vreme koje dolazi doneti i odgovore ko je kriv za egzodus Srba i za uni{tavawe
wihovih korena, kao i za oblak }utwe koji se svih ovih godina nadvija nad celim
regionom i koji spre~ava kako doma}u tako i stranu javnost da sazna istinu o
sudbini srpskog `ivqa.

Tokom godina posle rata bezbroj organizacija bavilo se pitawem povratka
svih naroda kao i obnovom wihovih ku}a.

Mnoge od wih odbile su da cent ulo`e u povratak Srba, pravdaju}i svoje
postupke nedostatkom dokaza o srpskim stradawima. To samo daje snagu onima koji
bi da proteraju {a~icu preostalog srpskog `ivqa. Dokazi za tako ne{to le`e i u
polupanim prozorima na oknima ku}e koja je u mestu Jezero napravqena srpskoj
porodici tik uz velelepan kompleks izgra|en za Bo{wake od strane donatorskih
organizacija iz Engleske. Pitawe je jasno: ko posle svih ovih turobnih godina ima
dovoqno snage da baca kamewe na srpske ku}e i je li mogu}e da Srbi nisu bezbedni
na zemqi svojih predaka, na zemqi na kojoj su `iveli vekovima?

Do danas je obnovqeno ne{to vi{e od 500 srpskih ku}a. To je zanemarqivo
malo u odnosu na broj ku}a koje su obnovqene za druge narode. Uz pretpostavku da je
najve}i broj uni{tenih ku}a pripadao Srbima taj podatak dobija jo{ vi{e na
zna~aju. Koli~ina novca koja se slila meri se milionima dolara. Na `alost, Srbi
jedva da su dobili mrvice od bogatog evropskog i svetskog kola~a namewenog za
revitalizaciju i obnovu podriwskog regiona.

Iz ove perspektive jasno je da obnavqati srpska sela za ve}inu organizacija sa
zapada zna~i igrati se vatrom. Zapravo, obnavqawem srpskih temeqa morali bi
priznati da su ih Bo{waci uni{tili, te da su po~inili najbrutalnije zlo~ine i da
moraju da odgovaraju za zlodela tokom rata, odnosno da snose odgovornst za rat kao i
drugi narodi u BiH i da ne mogu biti amnestirani od zlo~ina i predstavqeni
iskqu~ivo kao ratne `rtve. Na `alost, postoje i oni za koje je to iz niza razloga
neprihvatqivo i koji }e zato zatvoriti o~i pred srpskim patwama. U ~ijem je in-
teresu da se o Srbima kao `rtvama ne govori? Za{to, bez obzira na o~igledne i
potresne ~iwenice, teret krivice za ratnu stihiju mora ostati iskqu~ivo na
srpskim ple}ima?

Kakogod, budu}nost srpskih sela kao i wihovih `iteqa je neizvesna. Kao {to
brojne fotografije pokazuju, nekog boqitka u odnosu na period ratne stihije kao da
nema. Osim strpqewa i nadawa, ovim qudima nije ostalo previ{e. Kako sami ka`u,
najvi{e ih vre|a ~iwenica {to za wihove patwe kako tokom, tako i posle rata niko
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nema sluha, {to neko od wih poku{ava da napravi ratne zlo~ince, {to o wihovim
stradawima svetska javnost skoro da ni{ta ne zna.

Svako ko malo boqe pogleda slike shvati}e kroz kakvu su muku pro{li ovi
qudi.

Na `alost, jo{ niko od onih koji su harali i palili po srpskim selima nije
izveden pred lice pravde. U nekoliko sporadi~nih slu~ajeva, kada je to bilo po-
ku{ano, adekvatne kazne ili boqe re}i bilo kakve sankcije nije ni bilo. ^ini se da
kolektivna krivica koja se poku{ava nametnuti jednom narodu ne ostavqa mnogo
prostora ~ak ni za simboli~no ka`wavawe pojedina~nih krivaca iz drugog. Stoga je
ozbiqno pitawe da li }e se pravda ovde ikada ume{ati. Prepu{teni sami sebi,
Srbi nemaju velike izglede za ispravqawe nepravde koja im je u~iwena. Wihov
vapaj vi{e ne dopire ni do druge obale Drine, a kamoli daqe. Wihov opstanak na
vlastitim ogwi{tima veliki je izazov za budu}e generacije i nara{taje. Stoga, ova
monografija ima za ciq da wihova uni{tena sela otrgne od zaborava, da svetu
prenese wihove patwe i stradawa i da poru{i zidove }utawa koji ih okru`uju svih
ovih godina i na koje su qudskom nepravdom osu|eni.

Upravo to i jeste ciq na{eg rada i postojawa na{e nevladine organizacije, da
na sveobuhvatan, ~iwenicama potkrepqen i empiri~ki na~in ru{i mitove koji su
tokom prethodnih 15 godina bili nametnuti.
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4. ATTACKS ON SERBIAN VILLAGES

Report of the Netherlands War Documentation Institute: Throughout the remainder
of 1992 the Serbs remained on the defensive in this region. Overall, Muslim fighters from
Srebrenica attacked 79 Serbian places in the districts of Srebrenica and Bratunac. They
followed a certain pattern. Initially, Serbs were driven out of ethnically mixed towns.
Then Serbian hamlets surrounded by Muslim towns were attacked and finally the
remaining Serbian settlements were overrun. The residents were murdered, their homes
were plundered and burnt down or blown up. There was a preference to launch these
attacks on Serbian public holidays (those of Saint George, Saint Vitus and the Blessed
Peter, and Christmas Day), probably because least resistance was expected. Yet it
simultaneously contributed to the development of profound Serbian grievances. Many of
these attacks were bloody in nature. For example, the victims had their throats slit, they
were assaulted with pitchforks or they were set on fire. It is estimated that between 1,000
and 1,200 Serbs died in these attacks, while about 3,000 of them were wounded.
Ultimately, of the original 9,390 Serbian inhabitants of the Srebrenica district, only 860
remained, mainly in the four villages of Skelani, Crvica, Petrica and Lijesce. Serbian
attempts to defend other villages met with little success. The Serbs in the district of
Bratunac were largely driven back to the town of the same name. Faced with a constant
shortage of troops, the authorities of the Republika Srpska (Serb Republic) showed little
interest in defending the area. On the other hand, the Muslims of Srebrenica could not count
on the authorities in Sarajevo showing much interest in them. Confronted with the remark
that the Muslims in Eastern Bosnia had also committed atrocities, the Bosnian
vice-president, Ganic, said, ‘The Muslims along the Drina have never received support from
us. They obtained their own weapons.’” NIOD Report, Part I: The Yugoslavian problem
and the role of the West 1991–1994; Chapter 10: Srebrenica under siege.
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4. ATTAQUES DES VILLAGES SERBES

Le rapport de l’Institut Neerlandais de la Documentation de Guerre (NIOD): Le reste
de l’annee 1992, les serbes ont passe en defensive dans cette region. Les combattants
musulmans de Srebrenica ont attaque 79 villages serbes dans la region de Srebrenica et
Bratunac. Ils se sont comportes selon un schema preetabli. Tout d’abord, les Serbes ont ete
expulses des villes melangees du point de vue ethnique. Ensuite, les hameaux serbes
entoures des villages musulmans ont ete attaques, a la fin, les villages serbes restants ont
ete aneantis. Les habitants etaient tues, leurs maisons pillees, brules ou expulses. La
tendance etait d’effectuer les attaques a l’occasion des fetes nationales serbes (comme par
exemple le jour de Saint George, Saint Vitus, Saint Pierre et Noel), probablement car on
considerait que la resistance serait la plus faible. Mais cela contribuait en meme temps a la
revolte montante des Serbes. Beaucoup d’attaques etaient sanguinaires. Par exemple, les
victimes avaient la gorge tranchee ou ils etaient attaques par la fourche ou brules. Selon les
estimations entre 1000 et 1200 Serbes ont ete tues ou sont morts dans ces attaques, tandis
que 3000 ont ete blesses. A la fin, de 9 390 habitants serbes dans la region de Srebrenica
seulement 860 sont restes, regroupes en quatre villages Skelani, Crvica, Petrica et Lijesce.
Les tentatives serbes de defendre les autres villages sont restees sans succes. Les Serbes de
la region de Bratunac ont ete repusses dans la ville meme de Bratunac. Confrontes a la
manque constante des militaires, le gouvernement de la Republique Srpska ont montre
tres peu d’interet pour defendre cette region. De l’autre cote, les Musilmans de Srebrenica
ne pouvaient pas compter sur l’interet du gouvernement de Sarajevo. Lorsqu’on lui a
montre des preuves que les Musulmans en Bosnie orientale ont aussi commis les actes
sauvages, le vice president bosniaque Ganic a dit: ¼ Les Musulmans de la region de Drina
n’ont jamais eu notre soutien. Ils se sont procure les armes tous seuls. ½ Le rapport de
NIOD, Iere parti: Le probleme yougoslave et le role de l’Occident 1991–1994; Chapitre
10: Srebrenica sous le siege.
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4. NAPADENIÀ NA SERBSKIE DEREVNI

Ot~et Niderlandskogo instituta voennáh dokumentov (NIOD): Ostatok 1992
g. serbá proveli v oborone v åtom regione. Musulâmanskie boècá iz Srebrenicá
napali na 79 serbskih mest v raèone Srebrenicá i Bratunaca.Oni veli sebà po
ustoè~ivomu obrazcu. Sna~ala serbov vágnali iz åtni~eski sme{annáh gorodov.
Zatem báli sover{ená napadenià na malenâkie i otdalennáe serbskie derevni v
okru`enii musulâmanskih gorodov i nakonec báli razdavlená i ostav{iesà serb-
skie poselki. Naselenie bálo ubito, doma ograblená, so``ená ili vzorvaná.
Stremilosâ k sover{eniä napadenè v serbskie nacionalânáe prazdniki (kak npr.
dni svàtáh Georgià, Vida, Petra i Ro`destvo), navernoe potomu ~to togda o`ida-
losâ naimenâ{ee soprotivlenie. Odnako, åto odnovremenno privodilo k narasta-
äæemu o`esto~eniä sredi serbov. Mnogie iz åtih napadeniè po svoeè prirode
báli krovavámi. Na primer, gorla `ertv báli pererezaná, na nih napadali grab-
làmi ili s`igali. Ocenivaetsà, ~to me`du 1,000 i 1,200 serbvo ubito ili pogiblo v
åtih napadeniàh, a primerno 3,000 ~elovek polu~ili ranenià. V itoge iz per-
vona~alânáh 9,390 serbskogo naselenià v raèone Srebrenicá ostalosâ vsego li{â
860 ~elovek, v osnovnom v ~etáreh derevnàh: Skelaná, Crvica, Petrica i Lie{~e.
Serbskie popátki zaæititâ drugie derevni báli bezuspe{námi. Serbi iz raèona
Bratunac v osnovnom báli otbitá v sam gorod Bratunac. S postoànnoè nehvatkoè
soldatov, vlasti Respubliki Serbskoè (Serbskoè respubliki) pokazávali sovsem
malo interesa v zaæite åtogo raèona. S drugoè storoná, musulâmane iz Srebrenicá
ne mogli rass~itávatâ na to, ~to vlasti v Saraevo silâno zainteresuätsà za nih.
Kogda emu obãàsnili, ~to musulâmane v Vosto~noè Bosnii to`e sover{ili zver-
skie prestuplenià, bosnièskiè zamprezidenta Gani~ skazal: ¼Musulâmane iz raèo-
nov vdolâ reki Driná nikogda nami ne báli podder`ivaná. Oni sami priobretali
oru`ie.½ Ot~et NIOD, I ~astâ: Ägoslavskaà problema i rolâ Zapada 1991–1994 gg.;
Glava 10: Srebrenica v osade.
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4. NAPADI NA SRPSKA NASEQA

Izve{taj Holandskog instituta za ratna istra`ivawa (NIOD): Ostatak 1992.
godine su Srbi proveli u defanzivi u ovom regionu. Muslimanski borci iz Sre-
brenice su napali ukupno 79 srpskih mesta u podru~jima Srebrenice i Bratunca.
Pona{ali su se po ustaqenom obrazcu. Prvo su Srbi bili isterani iz etni~ki
me{anih gradova. Onda su bili napadnuti srpski zaselci okru`eni muslimanskim
gradovima i na kraju su bila prega`ena preostala srpska naseqa. Stanovni{tvo je
ubijeno, wihovi domovi poharani, spaqeni ili dignuti u vazduh. Postojala je
te`wa da se napadi izvode na srpske nacionalne praznike (kao {to su \ur|evdan,
Vidovdan, Petrovdan i Bo`i}), verovatno zato {to se tada o~ekivalo najmawe
otpora. Ali to je istovremeno doprinosilo rastu}oj ogor~enosti me|u Srbima.
Mnogi ovi napadi su po svojoj prirodi bili krvavi. Na primer, `rtvama su bili
prerezani grkqani, bili su napadnuti vilama ili zapaqeni. Procewuje se da je
izme|u 1,000 i 1,200 Srba pobijeno ili umrlo u ovim napadima, dok je wih oko 3,000
bilo raweno. Na kraju je od prvobitnih 9,390 stanovnika Srba u podru~ju Sre-
brenice ostalo samo wih 860, i to uglavnom u ~etiri sela Skelani, Crvica,
Petrica i Lije{}e. Srpski poku{aji da brane druga sela nisu imali uspeha. Srbi
iz podru~ja Bratunca su uglavnom bili potisnuti u sam grad Bratunac. Suo~eni sa
konstantnim nedostatkom vojnika, vlasti Republike Srpske (Srpske republike)
pokazivale su jako malo zainteresovanosti da brane podru~je. S druge strane,
srebreni~ki muslimani nisu mogli ra~unati da }e vlasti u Sarajevu pokazati puno
interesovawa za wih. Kada mu je bilo predo~eno da su muslimani u Isto~noj Bosni
tako|e po~inili zverstva, bosanski podpredsednik Gani} je rekao: „Muslimani iz
podru~ja uz Drinu nisu nikada od nas dobili podr{ku. Oni su sami nabavqali
naoru`awe.Œ Izve{taj NIOD-a, I deo: Jugoslovenski problem i uloga Zapada
1991–1994; Poglavqe 10: Srebrenica pod opsadom.
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